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DELEGATIONS OF AUTHORITY TO COMMITTEES TO 
MAKE DECISIONS 

 
 
Council delegate to its Standing Committees the authority to determine the following 
matters: 
 
 
General (For all Standing Committees) 
 
1. Receiving and noting reports. 

2. Referring matters for further investigations and report back to the Committee. 

3. Determining requests for assistance from outside organisations. 

 
 
Finance & Governance 
 
1. Determining reports in relation to Quarterly Financial Reviews and Management 

Plans. 

2. Determining reports in relation to the exhibition of new policies or amendment of 
existing policies. 
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1. ñGAMILAROI GALLOPò ï HERITAGE TRAIL  (AH: AH) [CORP]  O10/02002 

 

Purpose 

 

The purpose of this report is to present to Council the ñGamilaroi Gallopò program to be developed 

by the Culture and Heritage Division of the Department of Environment and Climate Change 

which will be taking place within Narrabri Shire. 

 

Background 

 

Nil. 

 

Current Position 

 

The ñGamilaroi Gallopò is being developed in partnership with the Aboriginal communities of 

Narrabri, Pilliga, Baradine and Coonabarabran. The facilitators of this program Mr Bob Sutherland 

and Mr Brad Trindall are hoping to unite aboriginal elders with the Aboriginal youth in the 

communities to educate them on their identity. 

 

The ñGamilaroi Gallopò a heritage trail to be travelled on by horseback through both Narrabri Shire 

and Warrunbungle Shire, tracing the history of the area. As this will be a group activity it is trying 

to establish group qualities such as respect, trust and leadership out of the younger group members. 

Other aims of the project are- 

 

 To create an understanding and appreciation of the traditional, historic, and contemporary 

culture of Aboriginal people in this region. 

 

 Extending this to also include shared (Aboriginal, settler and migrant) histories in the 

pastoral and timber industries. 

 

 Developing leadership skills among young Aboriginal people through cultural 

understanding and identity. 

 

 Assisting with business opportunities for Aboriginal Communities. 

 

 Providing a practical example of the importance of cultural identity and connection to 

country to the well-being of Aboriginal people. 

 

 

Policy Implications 

 

Nil. 

 

Financial Implications 

 

Nil. 
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Legal Implications 

 

Nil. 

 

Commentary 

 

The ñGamilaroi Gallopò partnership project holds possibilities of a becoming an annual cultural 

and historical event and also an attraction for tourism in the near future. 

 

Conclusion 

 

Type here 

 

RECOMMENDATION : That the information on the ñGamilaroi Gallopò ï Heritage 

Trail Project from the C ulture and Heritage Division  of the Department of Environment and 

Climate Change be received and noted. 
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2. CAPITAL EXPENDITURE REPORT (KS:KS) [CORP] C20/32001 

 

Purpose 

 

The purpose of this report is to provide the Finance & Governance Committee with an updated 

Capital Expenditure Report. 

 

 

Current Position 

 

The status of capital works within the Corporate Services area is shown in Attachment 1. 

 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION : That the Finance & Governance Committee receive and note 

the information in relation the Capital Expenditure Report for the period ending 23
rd

 

November, 2007. 
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3. GATES AND GRIDS ON PUBLIC ROADS (PJK:AJS ) [ENG] R30/02001 

 

Purpose 

 

The purpose of this report is to present to Council a review of the Public Gates and Grids on Public 

Roads Policy adopted on the 21 September 1999. 

 

Background 

 

A recent audit of the Western Rural Roads revealed that there is approximately 50 grids in place. 

The condition varies. 

 

There is likely to be a similar number on the Eastern Roads. 

 

The current policy is at Attachment 5 

 

Current Position 

 

The proposal is attached as follows 

 

Draft Policy ïAttachment 2 

Draft Procedure ï Attachment 3 

Draft Application Form ï Attachment 4 

 

Advertising the policy should bring peoples attention to 

 The new draft policy 

 The value of the Removal Bond $350 

 The Value of the Application Fee $100 

 

Councilôs Community Newsletter (or similar) will be used to inform the community of the essential 

details of the policy once adopted and that Council intends to strictly enforce this policy and take 

action against those who own poorly maintained gates and grids on public roads. 

 

Policy Implications 

 

Essentially the Policy has the same objectives. 

 

The proposal has  

 A more detailed explanation of Councils requirements 

 Requires a removal bond to be paid 

 

Financial Implications 

 

There may be a number of unauthorised gates and grids on the Shires Roads, and it is likely that no 

one will own up to them. Assuming there are 20 unauthorised grids a budget of the order of $7,000 

will be required to set the requirements of this policy in place. 
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Legal Implications 

 

Council has a duty of care to ensure that its Policies are funded and implemented. 

 

Commentary 

 

Nil  

 

Conclusion 

 

Nil  

 

RECOMMENDATION : That Council advertise the Draft Gates and Grids on Public 

Roads Policy in accordance with its Policy Making procedures. In conjunction Council 

advertise the following fees and charges in accordance with itôs requirements; 

 Gates and Grids on Public Roads Removal Bond $350 

 Gates and Grids on Public Roads Application Fee $100 

 



 - 12 ï 
NARRABRI SHIRE COUNCIL  DECEMBER, 2007 FINANCE & GOVERNANCE  

 

 
FINANCE & GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE MEETING OF COUNCIL THAT WAS HELD IN THE NARRABRI SHIRE 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 46 -48 MAITLAND STREET, NARRABRI, ON TUESDAY 4 TH DECEMBER, 2007. 

 

 

 

 GENERAL MANAGER  MAYOR  

4. AUSTRALIA DAY AWARD NOMINATIONS - 2008  

 (AH:AH) [CORP] P30/12001 

 

Purpose 

 

The purpose of this report is to present to Council the nominations for the 2008 Australia Day 

Awards in order to select recipients for these awards. 

 

Background 

 

Nominations are called for the Australia Day Awards every year. The successful recipients are 

presented their awards on Australia Day by the Australia Day Ambassador and Mayor of the 

Narrabri Shire. This year, the Australia Day Ambassador will assigned to Narrabri Shire Council in 

the second week of December, 2007.   

 

Current Position 

 

Nominations were called for in three categories: 

 

 Australia Day Citizen of the Year; 

 Australia Day Young Citizen of the Year; and 

 Community Event of the Year.  

 

This year the Australia Day Council has sent Council unsuccessful applications from the Narrabri 

Shire area for Australian of the Year to be included in the Citizen of the Year Award Nominations. 

 

Council received nominations for the Citizen of the Year and nominations for Community Event of 

the Year. No nominations were received for Young Citizen of the Year. 

 

Policy Implications 

 

Nil  

 

Financial Implications 

 

Nil  

 

Legal Implications 

 

Nil  
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Commentary 

 

The nominees for the 2008 Awards are as follows: 

 

Australia Day Citizen of the Year 

 

 Tony Lancaster, 

 Timothy Drew 

 James Shorter 

 Raymond Tumbers 

 Kristine Allen 

 Marie McCarthy 

 John Shaw 

 Jennifer Parish 

 

Australia Day Community Event of the Year 

 

 Rotary Club Narrabri RYDA Program 

 Kiss Me Kate Cabaret Show Fund Raiser 

 

The nominations forms can be viewed in Attachment 6. Councillors shall vote in each section by a 

show of hands. 

 

Conclusion 

 

Nil. 

 

RECOMMENDATION:  That Council note the nominations for the Australia Day 

Awards and vote for the recipients of these awards by a show of hands in the Closed Council 

Meeting. 

 

 

file:\\nscyarrie\workgrp\Alldepts\Business%20Paper\2006%20Business%20Papers\December\Ordinary\Attachments\att4.pdf


 - 14 ï 
NARRABRI SHIRE COUNCIL  DECEMBER, 2007 FINANCE & GOVERNANCE  

 

 
FINANCE & GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE MEETING OF COUNCIL THAT WAS HELD IN THE NARRABRI SHIRE 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 46 -48 MAITLAND STREET, NARRABRI, ON TUESDAY 4 TH DECEMBER, 2007. 

 

 

 

 GENERAL MANAGER  MAYOR  

5. WATER TANK POLICY(GA W:GAW) (CORP)  H10/08005 

Purpose 

 

To establish a Council Policy for the provision of water storage tanks in areas where there is town 

water and in areas where there is no water supply system. 

 

Background 

 

The ability to just turn the tap on when water is needed has been taken for granted for many years 

where water supply systems are provided. The reduction of water stocks through out Australia has 

raised the need to relook at the provision of water catchment devises. 

The NSW State Government has implemented a scheme where by a rebate of up to $1,500.00 is 

available for the installation of rainwater tanks. The rebate is available for the installation of any 

new rainwater storage system for residential properties in NSW. 

Council has the power to require the provision of rainwater tanks at the development application 

stage, there is no ability to require the installation of tanks for older buildings outside of these 

powers. 

 

Current Position 

 

Council has no current requirement for the provision of rain water storage tanks. 

Councilôs present standard conditions of consent include the provision of water storage tanks in 

areas where there is no water supply. There are no present provisions requiring the installation of 

tanks in areas where a town water supply is provided. 

 

Policy Implications 

 

Council has no policy regarding the provision of water storage tanks other than a requirement for 

Complying Development dwellings to provide a minimum of 45,000 litres for domestic purposes in 

areas without a water supply. 

 A Council policy for the installation of storage tanks at development application stage is an 

acceptable method of bringing about the outcome of new developments providing for on site 

catchment of rain water. 

 

Financial Implications 

 

There are no major financial implications for Council other than the preparation of the policy and 

some advertising. 

 

Legal Implications 

 

There are no legal restrains to the implementation of a Council Policy requiring the provision of 

water storage tanks in areas with or without town water supply systems. 
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Commentary 

 

The need that new dwellings must comply with the BASIX requirements has removed in some 

cases the need to mandate the provision of rain water tanks. BASIX requirements can be meet 

without the installation of water tanks. 

 

Water Storage for domestic use no reticulated water supply 

An amount of 140 litres/person/day is the design criteria for the provision of water 

A method for deciding on the capacity of a tank is as follows: 

Most days without rain * Average daily water use 

Number of persons is the number of bedrooms in the dwelling plus one 

For areas not provided with a reticulated water supply, water storage for domestic purposes is to be 

provided in accordance with the following table. 

 

 (137 litres/person/day for 55 days) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Water Storage for fire fighting purposes: 

 

The NSW Rural Fire Service has produced a guide for Councils, Planners, Fire Authorities and 

Developers entitled ñPlanning for Bush Fire Protectionò. This guide sets out a number of criteria 

for developments in bush fire prone areas. 

The guide states that in rural areas not serviced by reticulated water supplies, the provision of a 

dedicated static water supply for fire fighting is essential. The amount of water is determined on the 

basis of lot sizes and density of development. Larger subdivisions of smaller lot sizes require less 

water than developments involving larger lots spread over a large area. The minimum dedicated 

water supply required for fire fighting purposes for each occupied building excluding drenching 

systems is indicated in the above table. 

 

Domestic  

People Litres 

 

2 15,400 

3 23,100 

4 30,800 

5 38,500 

6 46,200 

7 53,900 
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A suitable connection for fire fighting purposes is made available within the inner protection area 

and away from the structure with a 65mm Storz outlet with a gate or ball valve. Gate or ball valves 

are adequate for water flow and are metal rather than plastic. All above ground water pipes external 

to the building are to be metal including up to and any taps. 

Above ground tanks are to be manufactured of concrete or metal and raised tanks are to have their 

stands protected. Plastic tanks are not to be used 

Underground tanks need to have an access hole of 200mm to allow tankers to refill direct from the 

tank. A hardened ground surface for truck access is required within four metres of the access hole. 

The NSW Rural Fire Serviceôs guidelines are considered an excellent indication for Council. 

 

Water Storage for domestic use where there is a reticulated water supply 

 

SEPP 4 states that rain water tanks up 10,000 litres, subject to certain matters, are exempt 

development and do not require council consent for their installation. 

Sydney Water has a recommended minimum tank size of 5,000 litres if it is intended to use the 

water for all non drinking household use such as flushing toilets, washing clothes, watering gardens 

and washing cars. In an area such as the Narrabri Shire Climate it is considered that a larger tank 

size of 10,000 litres would be much more beneficial. 

Common sizes for metal and plastic tanks are approximately 5,000 litres and 10,000 litres. The cost 

of a !0,000 litre tank is approximately $2,000.00. 

 

Conclusion 

 

 The instigation of a policy requiring the provision of storage tanks for the collection of rain water 

will assist rural area developments with and indication of a minimum amount of water storage that 

is required in such areas. In areas where there is a water supply system any reduction in the demand 

for water by the collection and usage of rainwater is a positive step in the conservation of what is a 

valuable resource 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fire fighting reserve 

 

Development type Litres 

 

Residential lots 

<1,000m2 

 

5,000 

Rural residential lots 

1,000-10,000m2 

 

10,000 

Large Rural/Lifestyle 

lots >10,000m2 

 

20,000 

Dual Occupancy 2,500/unit 

Townhouse/units/flats 5,000/unit up 20,000 maximum 
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RECOMMENDATION : That Council Policy for the provision of rain water storage 

tanks at the development application stage be as follows:- 

1)  Minimum Water Storage for domestic use where there is no reticulated water supply 

Water storage for domestic purposes be provided in accordance with the following 

table. 

Number of persons is the number of bedrooms in the dwelling plus one 

(137 litres/person/day for 50 days plus fire fighting reserve) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2) Minimum Water Storage for fire fighting purposes where there is no reticulated water 

supply 

:.That on site water storage be provided for fire fighting reserve purposes in accordance with 

the following table, as required by the ñPlanning For Bush Fire Protectionò produced 

by the Rural Fire Service.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above ground tanks are to be manufactured of concrete or metal and raised tanks are to 

have their stands protected. All above ground water pipes external to the building are to 

be metal including any taps. 

Water Storage as referred to above may be in ground or above ground provided that, 

with respect to the reserve for fire fighting purposes, the following is required:- 

 

A. That where in ground storage is provided, an access hole of 200mm be provided 

to allow tankers to refill direct from the tank. A hardened ground surface for 

truck access be provided within four metres of the access hole. 

Domestic  

People Litres 

 

2 15,400 

3 23,100 

4 30,800 

5 38,500 

6 46,200 

7 53,900 

 

Fire fighting reserve 

 

Development type Litres 

 

Residential lots 

<1,000m2 

 

5,000 

Rural residential lots 

1,000-10,000m2 

 

10,000 

Large Rural/Lifestyle 

lots >10,000m2 

 

20,000 

Dual Occupancy 2,500/unit 

Townhouse/units/flats 5,000/unit up 20,000 maximum 
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B. That where above ground storage is provided: 

 

a. that the outlet for fire fighting purposes be fitted with a 65mm Storz outlet  

with a gate or ball valve; 

 

b. that the outlet in (a). above be located within the inner protection area away 

from the structure as to provide easy access for fire fighting units ie. Directly 

where there is vehicle access to the outlet or via plumbing where such direct 

access is not possible. 

 

3)  Water Storage for domestic use where there is a reticulated water supply 

 

.That the installation of a minimum rain water tank size of 10,000 litres be required at 

the development application stage for new dwellings and commercial/industrial 

buildings. 

 

4)  That Councilôs Exempt and Complying Development DCP be amended to reflect 

these changers 
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Extract from Councilôs Code of Meeting Practice 

 

 

Which parts of a meeting can be closed to the public? 

 

68. (1) A council, or a committee of the council of which all the members are councillors, 

may close to the public so much of its meeting herein after referred to as a ñClosed 

(Public Excluded) Meetingò, as comprises: 

  (a) the discussion of any matters listed in subclause (2), or 

  (b) the receipt or discussion of any of the information so listed, or new issues 

raised by Councillors which relate to matters and information listed in 

subclause (2). 

 (2) The matters and information are the following: 

  (a) personnel matters concerning particular individuals, 

  (b) the personal hardship of any resident or ratepayer, 

  (c) information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial advantage on a 

person with whom the council is conducting  (or proposes to conduct) 

business, 

  (d) commercial information of a confidential nature that would, if disclosed: 

 (i) prejudice the commercial position of the person who supplied it, or 

 (ii)  confer a confidential advantage on  a competitor of the council,  

 (iii)  reveal a trade secret, 

  (e) information that would, if disclosed, prejudice the maintenance of the law, 

  (f) matters affecting the security of the council, councillors, council staff or 

council property, 

  (g) advice concerning litigation, or advice that would otherwise be privileged 

from production in legal proceedings on the ground of legal professional 

privilege. 

(3) A council, or a committee of the council of which all the members are councillors, 

may also close to the public so much of its meetings as comprises a motion to close 

another part of the meeting to the public. 

(4) A Council, or a Committee of a Council, may allow members of the public to make 

representations to or at a meeting, before any part of the meeting is closed to the 

public, as to whether that part of the meeting should be closed. 

   S10A(1)-(4) 
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GENERAL MANAGERôS REPORT OF ITEMS TO BE 

CONSIDERED IN THE CL OSED (PUBLIC EXCLUDE D) 

MEETING OF THE NARRA BRI SHIRE COUNCIL HE LD IN 

THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS , 46-48 MAITLAND ST REET, 

NARRABRI, ON TUESDAY , 4
TH

 DECEMBER, 2007. 
 

 

1. ITEMS TO BE CONSIDER ED IN THE CLOSED (PUBLIC EXCLUDED) 

MEETING OF COUNCIL ( KAB:KAB) [GM]  C20/16001 

 

RECOMMENDATION : That the following matter be considered in the Closed (Public 

Excluded) Meeting, the reason being that it contains commercial information of a 

confidential nature thus in compliance with Section 10A(2) of the Local Government Act, 

1993 Council is required to deal with this matter in Closed Committee because in accordance 

with Section 10A(2)©the matter to be considered, if disclosed, confer a commercial advantage 

on a person with whom the Council is conducting (or proposes to conduct), business: 

 

 Narrabri Highway Tourist Village.  
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GENERAL MANAGERôS REPORT PRESENTED TO THE 

CLOSED (PUBLIC EXCLU DED) MEETING OF THE 

NARRABRI SHIRE COUNC IL HELD IN THE COUNCI L 
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TUESDAY, 4
TH
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6. NARRABRI HIGHWAY TOU RIST VILLAGE (NHTV) (MJK:AH) [GM]  P99/01075, 

  L10/04005 

 

Purpose 

 

The purpose of this report is for Council to formally consider a request from the owners of NHTV 

to purchase a small section of Peele Street from Council that forms an integral part of this caravan 

park facility. 

 

Background 

 

The area in question is a parcel of land and improvements situated in the Shire of Narrabri, County 

of Nandewar, Parish of Narrabri being the whole of the land located at the end of Peele Street, 

Narrabri. There is no current title over this property which is crown land and is currently leased to 

the Caravan Park. The property borders Lots A & B in DP  310870, Lots 1 & 3 in DP 541869, Lot 

202 in DP 573521 and Lot 34 in DP 2854. 

 

The area in question is approximately 2,400m2 and is a public road vested under Councilôs control. 

As a public road, the property has no formal zoning and if purchased it is reasonable to assume that 

the land would be zoned as1(c). 

 

A plan of the area in question is ï 
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This area has been leased to successive owners of the NHTV over the past 3 to 4 decades, with 

antidotal evidence provided that the current owners have leased the site for the past 27 years. As 

the area forms an integral part of the NHTVôs operations the current owners wish to formally 

acquire the site outright. 

 

Actions to facilitate this possible purchase have been underway for the past 2 to 3 years, with 

interaction between the NSW Lands Department, Council and the lessor but with no definitive 

result to date. 

 

 

Basically, the property forms part of an existing Council road even though for all intents and 

purposes it forms part of the NHTV business. Actions to progress this would be- 

 

 Council agree to sell the property to the current owner. 

 

 Council makes application to the NSW Department of Lands for closure of this part of the 

road and transfer to Council for sale. 

 

 If that road closure application is approved, then Council may sell the property. 

 

As part of the initial assessment of this purchase request an independent value was obtained from 

Spackman Valuers in February, 2007 with their advice was that theé..òfair market value of the 

land and improvements was $48,000.00 (forty eight thousand dollars).ò 

Current Position 

 

As previously indicated the property is currently leased to Mrs Rothwell of NHTV on the basis of- 

 

 A Five (5) year lease period expiring in 2010. 

 

Road area in question 


