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1. Background
Purpose

Scope

Narrabri Shire Council sought to develop a Sport, Recreation
and Open Space Plan (the Plan) to provide a clear statement
of Council’s commitment to the management, provision and
development of recreation and open space in the Shire.
Additionally, the Plan will address recent trends and reflect
changing community needs and demographics.

The Plan focuses on Council owned and/or managed public
open space (community land, Crown land under Council
control and road reserve). However, natural areas (including
State Forests and National Parks), have been considered for
their role in providing for nature-based recreation and tourism
while privately-owned sport facilities have also been included
given the pressure they take off Council for provision.

A successful open space network and quality recreation
facilities are the result of considerable planning and an
understanding of local influences (recreation preferences and
demographics). This Plan is based on the foundations that
consider and embrace these matters. It has been developed
giving thought to what we know about the Shire’s open space,
an understanding of local preferences to different open space
types and functions and Council’s (and the community’s)
capacity to deliver the infrastructure.
The Plan will assist Council in preparing future budgets, in
quickly evaluating community requests, and in ensuring
shovel-ready projects for when funding becomes available.
Additionally, it will provide data and direction to ensure that
Council is not unnecessarily assisting the ‘squeaky wheel’.
The Plan will provide realistic actions and solutions that
reflect Council and community resources, will avoid ad hoc
decision-making and will, ultimately, contribute to increased
sport and recreation participation (and community health and
well-being).
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This Plan does not necessarily provide detailed analysis of
each individual Council reserve nor detailed operational
actions. However, it provides strategic guidance on key
identified issues from the open space network and includes
actions to encourage opportunities for increased participation
in sport and recreation by a broad cross-section of the
community.
Information contained within this Plan is based on an audit
and assessment of the Shire’s open space network and
recreation facilities, and is a snapshot in time only. This
information is accurate as at March 2017. Any open space
and/or recreation facility developments or data updates since
this time may have not been taken into account.
Wide-ranging engagement was undertaken to ensure
community and Council perception and preference assisted to
identify demand. A summary of the engagement strategy and
key outcomes is included in a separate section.
It is also essential that Council is open and honest with the
community regarding what it can afford to build and maintain
and what the community will be required to contribute in
order to provide the desired standard of service. Innovative
and pragmatic funding models need to be incorporated into
the Plan to provide clear guidance on funding responsibilities.

Narrabri Shire Council

Approach
The methodology used in the development of this Plan has been broken down into eight stages. The figure below shows the
sequential development of the project. The information gathered and generated throughout this process provides the various
outputs required to produce a robust quality Plan.

Stage 1 Inception
and set-up

Stage 2 Background
research

Stage 3 Open space
audit

Stage 4 Discussion
paper

project
initiation

document
review

site
inspections

understanding
supply

project
parameters

trends
analysis

classification
and hierarchy
framework

identifying
issues

Stage 5 Consultation
council
user groups
wider
community
key
stakeholders

Stage 6 Demand
analysis
data analysis
supply and
demand
assessment
prioritisation

Stage 7 Draft
draft
preparation

Stage 8 Review and
finalisation
detailed
review

draft
presentation

finalisation

initial review

adoption

Defining key terms

For ease of reference, the terms described below have been split between activities (what is undertaken) and spaces (where
activities are undertaken).

Activities
Sport

Spaces

a range of structured activities capable of
achieving a result requiring physical exertion
and/or skill, that is competitive or training
for competition. Sport is considered to be an
‘organised’ activity.

a range of unstructured activities and social
Passive
recreation interactions undertaken for enjoyment,

relaxation, physical and mental health.
Passive recreation can be undertaken at all
forms of open space and may include walking,
cycling, children’s play, picnicking, relaxing in
nature.

refers to more organised forms of passive
Active
recreation recreation activities such as Park Run events

and charity bike rides. These recreation types
are also known as ‘drop-in drop-out’ and ‘fast
food’ activities.

Open
space

Council-managed land and water bodies that
are broadly available for public recreation,
pedestrian and cycle movement, sport or for
nature conservation purposes. Open space is the
over-arching term for sports parks and recreation
parks.

Sport
parks

designed to primarily support a range of formal
structured sport activities such as competitions,
physical skill development and training. These
parks are designed to accommodate the playing
surface and infrastructure requirements of specific
sports. Free, unrestricted access to the community
is provided at times when formal sporting activities
are not being conducted. (e.g. Cook Oval)

Recreation settings for informal recreation and social
activities that enhance physical and mental
parks

health through activity that provides relaxation,
amusement or stimulation. Recreation parks
provide a range of embellishments such as play
equipment, kick-about areas, picnic facilities,
formalised walks, gardens, landscaped areas,
access to water bodies and car parking. (e.g.
Vickery Park)

Outdoor a range of unstructured activities undertaken
recreation in more natural settings. Typical activities

include mountain biking, bushwalking, fishing
and kayaking/canoeing.

Reserves

Crown Land managed by Council as open space.
May include sports parks and/or recreation parks.
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Current and future needs

RECREATION
OPEN SPACE
ASSESSMENT
Define and quantify

SPORT, RECREATION AND OPEN SPACE PLAN
a strategic framework for the management, provision and development of
sport, recreation and open space in Narrabri Shire

OPEN SPACE CLASSIFICATION FRAMEWORK
STRATEGIC DIRECTION FOR RECREATION, OPEN SPACE & SPORT
ACTION PLAN
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STRATEGY
DEVELOPMENT

COMMUNITY
ENGAGEMENT

PROJECT OUTPUTS

OPEN SPACE
PLANNING
FRAMEWORK

PROJECT
INPUTS

Plan inputs and outputs

Benefits of sport, recreation and open space
Benefits to personal health

Benefits to communities

»»

»»

»»
»»

improved health is available to individuals through
participation in sport and recreation. Research has shown
that quality access to open space (specifically parks,
sporting fields and their connectivity) increases physical
activity frequency
opportunities to develop physical, social and decisionmaking skills through participation in sport and recreation
participation in sport and physical activity can help
individuals explore strategies for conflict resolution and
reduce stress.

»»
»»
»»

open space provision is essential for strengthening
and maintaining a healthy community. Open space can
provide a focal point for community gathering, promote
interaction and combat social isolation
participation in sport and recreation can improve social
cohesion, build cultural tolerance and support for seniors
and people with a disability
open space can provide areas of high visual amenity and
attractiveness
open space areas can be used to record and retain
history through place names, commemorative buildings
and memorials and preserved areas of cultural
significance.

Benefits to the environment

Benefits to the economy

»»

»»

»»

»»
»»
»»

help to maintain a sustainable environment by reducing
water run-off and flooding- related problems, offsetting
carbon emissions and filtering pollutants (trees)
where open space provides for quality active transport
opportunities and walking and cycling replace car trips,
additional environmental benefits include reduced traffic
congestion, reduced air pollution, reduced greenhouse
emissions and reduced noise pollution
daytime temperatures have been found to be up to 3oC
cooler in large urban parks than the surrounding streets
as a result of moisture released from trees
provide habitats that support ecosystems
can have high environmental values and support species
and ecosystems not reserved in national parks or other
conservation reserves and may act as corridor linkages
between larger areas of environmental value.

»»
»»

»»

quality open space can increase the value of nearby
properties
participation can reduce obesity and health care costs.
Improved physical health and the building of stronger
families and communities helps lower these costs
quality open space and leisure services can attract
businesses, employees and tourists. In fact, research has
shown that recreation, parks and open space are some of
the most important factors when new business locations
are considered
many events are hosted in open space areas - from
small local community-based events, through to those of
national and international importance.
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2. Recreation, open space and sport in the Shire
Council’s role in recreation, open space and sport
Council has an in-depth knowledge of their individual communities and can influence open space outcomes through their role
as a strategic and land-use planning authority; a provider and manager of facilities and services and a community leader.

Council achievements
Sport, recreation and open space plays a vital role in enhancing quality of life. Appropriately planned, developed and managed
open space provides numerous opportunities to improve the health and wellbeing of individuals and the community, as well as
bringing people together to develop social networks and friendships.
Council has created an environment where1:
»» 64% of respondents visit the open space network at least twice a week
»» 95% of respondents view open space as important or very important
»» 95% of respondents perceive recreation, sport and open space as a high or very high priority for Council.
During the development of this Plan, residents were asked to rate the overall quality of the recreation and open space
opportunities/facilities in the Shire. While the results above note that the open space network is well-used and is considered an
important priority, respondents noted mixed satisfaction in quality. Combined satisfaction ratings of great and above average of
at least 55% (see figure below) were noted for sportsfields, aquatic facilities and natural bushland parks. However, respondents
were generally displeased with the Shire’s playgrounds, activities for youth and low cost/free physical activities/programs.
1
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Overall quality of
recreation, sport and
open space

Great or above average

Average

Poor or below average

Sportsfields
Aquatic facilities

Natural bushland parks
Community halls/centres
Skate parks
Equestrian facilities
Places to relax and socialise
Playgrounds
Low cost/free physical activities/programs
Activities for seniors
Activities for youth
0%
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Positioning - Community service obligations
Interviews with Council officers, discussions with individuals and user groups representatives and community survey outcomes
appear to paint a picture of where recreation, open space and sport might be positioned within Council. While the traditional
‘roads, rates and rubbish’ approach is perceived as Council’s core objectives, the provision of quality opportunities in
recreation, open space and sport would appear as a lower level community service obligation.
Despite promotion as ‘Australia’s Sportiest Town’, inspections of existing facilities highlights a range of embellishments nearing
the end of their useful life and/or in need of replacement. Further, there are areas of open space that are largely untapped
(e.g. recreation experiences along Narrabri Creek) and play and recreation elements within parks that are no longer fit-forpurpose.

Resourcing

Planning and delivery

Policies and procedures

The role of recreation, open space and
sport planning and provision appears
split amongst a number of areas of
responsibility within Council. Officers
across the areas of community facilities,
property and assets, tourism and
community development all appear
to be involved in this area without
necessarily communicating effectively
with one another when appropriate. A
clear example of this is the community
facilities team rarely being involved in
assessing funding submissions from
user groups looking to develop facilities
within Council-managed land.

The planning and delivery of recreation,
open space and sport opportunities has
historically been undertaken in an ad
hoc manner. It is not uncommon for the
‘squeakiest wheel’ to gain traction with
Council regardless of the actual level of
demand.

Despite Council’s extensive list of
current policies, the Plan outlines the
requirement for a number of additional
policies to guide decision-making and
Council processes. These new policies
will help the community and user
groups to understand Council directives
and preferences. To enhance Council
processes, the following new policies
are recommended:
»» Community Events
»» Community Use of Council Land
»» Lease and Licence of Council Land
and Facilities
»» Public Art.
Extension to two existing policies is also
suggested:
»» Community Grants Policy ensure input for a range of
Council operational areas during
submission assessments
»» Public Space Tree Policy - include
the importance of suitable tree
species as natural shade in and
around play/picnic nodes.

The establishment of a new position
within Council to lead recreation and
sport development is viewed as an
integral outcome of the Plan and
an important step in ensuring the
actions within the Plan are progressed.
Additionally, this new role would be
a key achievement in Council repositioning recreation, open space and
sport as a higher priority community
service obligation.
It is envisaged that this new officer
would work closely with the sport
and recreation community to further
understand areas of demand and
to ensure prioritised projects are
progressed through state sporting
organisations, Council, and State and
Federal Government. It is expected that
this officer would ‘pay for themselves’ by
fostering stronger community links and
attracting a greater breadth of State and
Federal Government funding. This Plan
would become the ‘work program’ for
the new position.

This Plan will be the conduit to ensure
that accurate demand-driven planning
remains the focus for Council provision
of recreation and sport outcomes. For
instance, the Plan recommends that
Council establish long-term ‘homes’
for sporting groups, rather than allow
these groups to dictate to Council the
areas that they would prefer to be using.
Additionally, the Plan outlines a need for
Council to look beyond the provision of
play as merely ‘spring animals, a slide,
swings and a toilet block within a park
containing limited shade’. Modern play
includes a wide range of elements such
as natural play, challenging climbing
activities, opportunities to crawl and
hide, active play such as ball rebound
walls and bike activity tracks and more
contemplative areas for role play.
Further, the Plan highlights the need for
far greater delivery and promotion of
outdoor recreation opportunities. With
a quality network of (largely untapped)
rivers, creeks and lakes and nearby
access to renowned National Parks
and State Forests, the Shire is wellpositioned as an inland hub for outdoor
recreation activities and enthusiasts.
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Strategic direction
Open space, recreation and sport play an important role in achieving the community’s
aspirations and priorities for the future. It is important that the community’s current and
future values (balanced against resource realities) guide the provision and management
of the Shire’s open space network. The three key values, as identified throughout the
Plan, include:
»» appreciation of the natural setting
»» a place that appeals to all ages - where you can visit with family and friends and
enjoy social interaction
»» a place where one can participate in a variety of activities and experiences.

Fundamental directions
The following directions are seen as fundamental in responding to the key values
and guiding the overall open space network at a strategic level:
»» Open space and play
−− provide feature high quality recreation parks with a variety of play
experiences that cater for all ages by upgrading a number of existing
local-level facilities
−− play experiences should complement and embrace the surrounding
natural environment
−− shared pathways connect the high quality recreation parks with
residential areas and key destinations (e.g. shops, schools)
−− shade is provided in key activity areas
»» Informal recreation and physical activity
−− continue to develop (and upgrade) wheeled recreation device facilities
(skate parks)
−− facilitate physical activity programs, community programs and community
events across the open space network
»» Sport
−− sports parks are developed to a standard where players, officials and
spectators can enjoy quality experiences at the facility
−− close liaison between Council and sporting organisations is maintained
»» Outdoor recreation
−− recreation activities provided by natural areas and waterways are
recognised as a fundamental component of the Shire’s infrastructure
network
−− further establish partnerships with National Parks managers to facilitate
greater public access
−− access to appropriate water-based and nature-based recreation
opportunities are promoted
»» Community halls and activity spaces
−− activate community halls and activity spaces to ensure sustainable use.
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Engagement summary
Community engagement

A wide ranging community engagement strategy was adopted
during the development of the Plan to gain an understanding
of the role open space and recreation facilities play in the
social fabric of the community. Additionally, the project
coincided with the engagement phase of the Community
Strategic Plan preparation. As a result, relevant consultation
outcomes from this process have also been considered.
A range of tools and techniques were used to engage target
groups and the general community, ensuring all interested
people had multiple opportunities to comment during the
development of the Plan.
Engagement with the general community and sporting groups
involved five key methods:
1. community workshops
−− Narrabri
−− Wee Waa
−− Boggabri
2. sporting club workshop (held in Narrabri)
3. community survey online and hard copy surveys
−− Council received 135 community surveys. The vast
majority of respondents lived in Narrabri and more
than 80% of respondents were aged below fifty.
4. sporting club online and hard copy surveys
−− Council received 10 surveys from local sporting
groups. Unfortunately, they did not represent a wide
cross section of sporting codes - with only two of the
responses coming from ‘non-traditional’ sporting
codes.
5. school visits (primary and secondary schools)
−− Bellata Public School
−− Boggabri Public School
−− Fairfax Public School
−− Gwabegar Public School
−− Narrabri Public School
−− Narrabri High School
−− Pilliga Public School
−− Wee Waa Public School
−− Wee Waa High School.
Additional community engagement activities included
intercept surveys and school principal surveys.

Council engagement
Council engagement activities included small group and
individual interviews with Council officers.
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Key issues
Below is a summary of the key issues that arose from the engagement process.

Popular places and activities

Lack of shade

Overall, the community report mixed perceptions regarding
the quality of the open space and recreation opportunities
available across the Shire. Areas such as local footpaths,
swimming pool, Narrabri Lake and local roads were popular
places to recreate. (Additionally, it should be noted that home
was the most common venue for recreating).

The lack of shade throughout the open space network was
a common theme identified throughout the engagement
processes. Indeed, shade was a barrier to open space use
for more than 52% of survey respondents (and was by far the
highest barrier identified).

Walking, swimming (for recreation not club) and playing in
the park are the most popular activities to participate in.
Interestingly, with only 26% participation noted, cycling (for
recreation) was not a well supported activity. This finding is in
contrast to state and national level results1 that show cycling
as one of the highest participation activities (behind only
walking, fitness/gym, running and swimming).
It should also be noted that water-based activities were
popular, with swimming (for recreation not club), fishing and
canoe/kayaking filling three of the top seven responses.

Natural settings are highly valued
One of the opened-ended questions included in the survey
asked respondents to identify their favourite open space/
park. It is important to recognise that the four most common
responses all relate to areas with key natural features Narrabri Lake, Namoi River, Yarrie Lake and Cameron Park
(and its link to the River). Mount Kaputar was also the sixth
highest response.
These findings are reinforced by:
»» the natural setting being the second most valued aspect
of open space (only bettered by they allow me to spend
time with my family); and by
»» improved facilities along the river, creek and/or lake
being highlighted as the second highest priority for
Council.

Communication and resourcing
Communication between Council and the community and
sporting groups was also raised. Residents appear to find it
difficult to access information about events and community
information sessions. Sporting clubs also found it difficult
to know how to request assistance with grants, funding and
development.

Lack of supporting infrastructure
Despite an ageing community, increasing participation
numbers in walking and access to existing natural scenery;
the open space network is significantly lacking infrastructure
that allows users to relax and enjoy the serenity. Additional
walk/cycleways are required to link and loop these key assets.
Further, bench seats and water bubblers along the walk/
cycleways would create a more comfortable environment for
users.
The lack of ancillary facilities was also identified as an
ongoing issue at sports parks. Many clubs noting that simple
upgrades such as spectator areas, shade covers and bench
seats would improve their facility.

Lack of variety

Despite there being an abundance of open space around
the Shire, the youth felt that there was a lack of variety of
play opportunities, with many of the parks only catering for
toddlers. The community survey and workshops attendees
also highlighted the lack of activities for youth, while the need
for new/upgraded playgrounds was also identified as the
highest priority for Council.
1

ABS - Participation in Sport and Physical Recreation, 2013-14
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Open space classification framework
The Shire’s open spaces have been classified according
to their function (classification) and role (hierarchy) within
that function. A summary of the hierarchy is included in the
adjoining table and discussed in detail on the following pages.

Classification
Recreation park
Sports park
Other open space

Hierarchy
Local, town
Local, town, specialised, private
Undeveloped, utility, camping

Recreation parks
Recreation parks are open space areas that have been modified to create an informal space to support community recreation,
development and wellbeing through a variety of informal/unorganised recreation activities. Recreation parks provide a range
of embellishments such as play nodes, kick-about areas, picnic facilities, toilets, access to water bodies and car parking. In
addition, they can support urban bushland as well as contain formalised walks, gardens and landscaped areas.
There are two hierarchies in the recreation parks classification. Detailed park typologies are described in the Appendix.

1 Local
recreation park

Located within a residential setting, these parks
cater for the surrounding residents. They are
often smaller in size and usually accessed by
walking or cycling. The level of embellishment
varies among parks and caters for short visits by
very small groups or individuals.

Anzac Park, Gwabegar

2 Town
recreation park

Town recreation parks are recognised as ‘feature’
locations. They service several suburbs or whole
communities depending on the surrounding
population density. Some may experience high
levels of visitation for short periods of time (such
as during a community event), while others tend
to have a more consistent level of visitation
over the year. These parks have facilities to
cater for large groups and will host a variety of
play opportunities, seating and picnic facilities,
amenity lighting, paths and toilets. These parks
may also include boat ramps, canoe launch
facilities and fishing infrastructure.

Vickery Park, Boggabri

Local community events that require a parkbased setting such as markets, musical events
and film nights can usually be accommodated in
a town recreation park.
Ideally, town recreation parks are located near, or
are well-connected to social infrastructure such
as schools, community centres, halls and activity
centres or along natural assets such as rivers
and lakes.
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Sports parks
Open space that is designed to primarily support a variety of formal sporting activities through the provision of a range of
training and competition infrastructure and ancillary infrastructure to support these activities.
Free, unrestricted access to the community is provided at times when formal sporting activities are not being conducted.
There are three hierarchies within the sports parks classification. Detailed park typologies are included in the Appendix.

1 Local
sports park

Local sports parks generally cater to one sporting
code per season (summer and winter) and have
one semi-formal to formal maintained sports
field/oval. The facilities would be of a good
standard but may not have the required playing
surface or ancillary infrastructure of a town level
facility nor comply with State regulations for the
sport.

Dangar Park, Wee Waa

Infrastructure at local sports parks is basic:
»» amenity block with no club facilities (e.g. no
changerooms or canteen)
»» informal car parking
»» simple play node.

2 Town
sports park

Town sports parks generally contain one or more
formally maintained sports fields/ovals/court
areas that cater for a mixture of winter and/or
summer sporting codes. The fields/ovals/courts
are of a high standard.

Collins Park, Narrabri

Town sports parks generally include:
»» basic spectator seating
»» amenities and canteen building
»» storage facilities
»» formalised car parking
»» floodlights that enable evening training
»» floodlights that enable evening competition
games on at least one field/oval/court.
Playground equipment may by provided at town
sports parks to enhance user experiences.
The facility will be suitable to attract competition
at a local- and regional-level.

3 Specialised
sports park

Specialised sports parks are specific in nature,
requiring particular infrastructure to make them
usable. The nature of the sport precludes the
easy transfer of use to an alternative sport,
and the management arrangements generally
preclude free, unrestricted access to members of
the public.

Memorial Pool, Boggabri

Typical specialised sports parks include:
»» aquatic facilities
»» indoor sports facilities
»» tennis facilities.

Sport, Recreation and Open Space Plan
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Other open space
‘Other open space’ is land that contributes to the aesthetics of the open space network, but does not contribute towards the
recreation value of the network. Where recreation values do exist, they are usually the secondary function of the land.

1 Undeveloped

Land acquired or zoned for open space purposes
to protect assets, or to be embellished in the
future to meet community demand.

Park Crescent Park, Narrabri

The land may be a vacant (mown) or covered with
vegetation (not of ecological significance).

2 Private

Privately owned open space facility that
may provide infrequent access for sport and
recreation purposes.

Galloping Gully Polocrosse Grounds

3 Camping

Council-owned or -managed land developed as a
camping (or caravan) facility.

Caravan Park, Boggabri

4 Utility

Typically constrained open space with
limited formal recreation value. May include
telecommunication and electrical infrastructure
easements, drainage corridors and water bodies.

James Hibbens Ave, Wee Waa
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Classifying open space parcels
An open space element can be comprised of one or multiple land parcels. Additionally, an open space element can have
either one singular function, or multiple functions (such as a primary function of town sport, with a secondary function of local
recreation).
The overall/final classification of the land parcel is determined by its primary function (depicted by the largest portion of the pie
graphs below). The table below provides some examples:
Name
Cooma Oval
(Narrabri)

Composition
80% Town sports park
20% Local recreation park

Classification
Primary function: town sports park
Secondary function: local recreation park

Vickery Park
(Boggabri)

80% Town recreation park
20% Specialised sports

Primary function: town recreation park
Secondary functions: specialised sports (tennis)

Dangar Park
(Wee Waa)

60% Local sports park
40% Local recreation park

Primary function: local sports park
Secondary function: local recreation park

Sport, Recreation and Open Space Plan
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3. Emerging trends
Participation patterns in recreation are changing at a community level. Factors such as a move toward non-organised
structured sport, increased use of technology, and increased time pressures have all had a significant impact on how people
recreate. Understanding these trends (and their impacts) is important as Council looks to develop strategies, programs and
facilities to encourage people to engage in recreation activities.

Open space/play trends
Open space planning is beginning to take a new direction. While people still value their local recreation park and the green
escape they provide, many contain the ‘kit playground’, often described as boring, lacking in creativity and too safe. There is a
growing trend towards more challenging and imaginative play for all age groups at the one location.

‘Challenge’ parks

Nature play

Challenge parks are an emerging type of park. They generally
feature multiple play nodes to cater for different ages,
gardens, water play areas and lagoons, large open grassy
spaces, shady picnic spots with quality facilities, ponds and
water features, areas of natural woodland and vegetation and
kilometres of shared paths and boardwalks to explore. High
tree house structures, sky walks and natural elements are
introducing risk back into play, enabling children to develop
an awareness of limits and boundaries.

In just one generation, there has been a dramatic shift in
childhood activity from outdoors to indoors. This has been
driven by factors such as computer technology, a significant
reduction in the size of backyards and an increasingly riskaverse culture.

Currently, there is no facility that offers this level of recreation
experience for all ages in the Shire. In contrast, Tamworth
Regional Council has recently developed its Regional
Playground that has attracted unprecedented usage and
received national awards. While a park of this nature may not
necessarily be the direction Council wishes to take, a more
challenging play node is needed within the Shire.

Nature play is an emerging trend particularly in urban
environments, where access to nature is not as readily
available as it is in the Shire. Residents and visitors should
be encouraged to engage with their natural environment.
Awareness of the benefits of children’s contact with nature is
also growing, and many councils are embracing the concept
of developing nature play spaces within their parks and
bushland reserves.
More natural play elements should be developed in
conjunction with traditional play spaces across the Shire.

Map of the Tamworth Regional
Playground opened in 2016
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Informal recreation/physical activity trends
Ageing community
Narrabri Shire is an aging community, with a median age
of 40 years (higher than the State with a median age of 38
years)1.
An ageing community requires:
»» greater emphasis on low impact physical activity
»» access to community infrastructure will require wider
pathways, improved wheelchair/disabled access/parking,
more lighting, shaded seats for resting along pathways
and wider hallways
»» increased use of mobility scooters as a favourable
method of transportation.

Impacts of technology

Technology remains one of the main contributors towards
decreased physical activity and increased sedentary
behaviour. However, active gaming is becoming a
contemporary approach to exercise. In technology-based
games, participants are engaged in physical movement by
using their bodies as the controllers (while increasing their
heart rate and burning calories).
There are also increasing expectations of technology within
recreation areas including WiFi access in key parks, promoting
existing geocaching and by using QR codes on tracks and
signage.

Move towards informal recreation
National participation rates in organised sport have been
declining for a number of years as participants move toward
more social (drop-in drop-out) sport and informal recreation.
With outstanding natural areas for informal recreation (lakes,
rivers and bushland), Narrabri Shire is well-placed to take
advantage of this emerging trend.

Rationalisations
Where open space parcels are undeveloped, are poorly
located, are attracting regular anti-social behaviour and/
or are not providing recreation opportunities desired by the
nearby catchment (and are thus sitting idle), opportunities
may exist to rationalise the land. Depending on the land
tenure, this may include re-purposing as an alternate use,
sale of the land or returning the land to the State.
Councils are become more cognisant of not retaining (and
maintaining) open space that does not serve a community
recreation function.
1
ABS, Census data 2016

Sport, Recreation and Open Space Plan

16

Sporting trends
Field sharing

Volunteer sport organisations

With many sports extending the lengths of pre-season and
season fixtures, sharing of field space is becoming more
difficult. Additionally, there is a trend toward year-round
sport with a number of codes also providing alternate
opportunities in the off-season (e.g. small-sided football
conducted in the summer sporting season). While providers
strive to maximise the use of community resources (and State
Governments espouse field sharing), the reality is that shared
use of ancillary facilities rather than fields (e.g. clubhouses,
carparks) may be a more appropriate goal.

The rate of volunteering in sport and recreation clubs has
been declining for many years. Often, the responsibility for
running clubs falls to one or two key personnel. To address
this issue, there is a move toward amalgamations, with
multi-sport clubs becoming more common. In other cases,
organisations may become aligned to larger licensed clubs
that take over some or all of the volunteers’ roles as well as
asset management responsibilities.

This Plan outlines the importance of Council allocating
preferred ‘homes’ for each sport across the Shire.

While the response rate to the club survey was poor, only
one respondent indicated that the declining numbers of
volunteers was a low issue for their club (with all others
suggesting it was a medium or high level issue).

Field and court quality

Lack of time

Facility providers face an increasing trend to develop and
re-develop sporting fields and courts to a higher level in order
to increase carrying capacity. Upgrades, such as lighting
and field irrigation, allow training and competition times to
be extended and increases the ability of turf playing fields
to cope with the resulting wear and tear. Further, to achieve
ongoing field quality, fields need ‘rest periods’ (of up to four
weeks) where necessary maintenance can be undertaken.

Shift work, increasing numbers in part-time and casual
employment and family commitments influence participation
as:
»» people do not have the time to commit to organised sport
and social clubs as a regular member and/or volunteer
»» participants are seeking facilities with flexible hours.
However, it is important to note that I just don’t have time
was not identified by a single respondent as a barrier to
participation in the project survey suggesting that lack of time
may not be a trend impacting the Shire.

Generally, the playing fields within the Shire are in appropriate
condition. However, it is important to note that a number
of upgrades are proposed for ancillary facilities such as
spectator facilities and changerooms.
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Participation trends
The Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) conducted a nation-wide Children’s (5 to 14 years) Participation in Cultural and
Leisure Activities Survey every three years between 2000 and 2012. Overall, participation in organised sport has not changed
significantly across these years with rates of between 59% and 64%, identified across the five surveys (2000, 2003, 2006,
2009 and 2012). For those children involved in organised sport, 32% are only involved in one sport.
At a national-level, the reduction in available leisure time has resulted in a trend for adults to move away from organised
sport toward physical activity and non-organised (social) sport. The ABS has conducted a nation-wide Participation in Sport
and Physical Recreation Survey for adults over 15 years of age in 2005/06, 2009/10 and 2011/12. The survey shows that
participation in organised sport reduced slightly whilst non-organised sport reported increases.
Participation trends in organised sport in Narrabri Shire are difficult to ascertain. The limited club survey responses indicate
many sports enjoying growth in junior participation while senior participation results are mixed. The one clear trend is that in
the smaller towns and villages where fewer sporting opportunities are available, participation in formal sport decreases.
The most popular sports participated in by the students interviewed at school visits were:
»» football and netball (for Narrabri residents only) for girls
»» football and rugby league for boys
The table below shows a summary of the national, state and local participation trends (across the last 3-5 years where data
was available) in the Shire’s most popular organised sports.
Sport

National participation trends

State participation trends

Children
steady

Adults
decreasing

Children
increasing

Adults
steady

Athletics
Basketball
Cricket
Football (soccer)
Netball
Rugby league
Rugby union
Tennis

increasing
increasing
decreasing
increasing
steady
decreasing
steady
decreasing

increasing
increasing
decreasing
increasing
steady
steady
increasing
decreasing

steady
increasing
decreasing
increasing
increasing
decreasing
steady
steady

steady
increasing
decreasing
increasing
increasing
increasing
steady
steady

Touch football

increasing

increasing

increasing

increasing

AFL

Narrabri Shire participation
trends*
Children
Adults
no underage
decreasing#
competition
increasing
increasing
increasing
increasing
increasing
increasing
increasing
unknown^

no competition
decreasing
steady
steady
increasing
steady
decreasing
unknown^

no underage
steady
competition
* trends are taken from sports club surveys and engagement with clubs undertaken throughout the development of the Plan

#

unable to field a team in the 2017 season

^

survey not returned, no participation in engagement activities

Sport, Recreation and Open Space Plan
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Outdoor recreation trends
Increasing health and environmental
awareness

People are becoming increasingly concerned about their
health, with conditions such as obesity and stress on the
rise. Surveys conducted in Melbourne and Sydney indicated
that residents having good access to the natural environment
reported a higher quality of life (regardless of public or private
housing)1 (and it is acknowledged that these areas are cities
unlike Narrabri Shire). The surveys showed steady increases
in people’s preference for large, managed and accessible
natural areas. This, combined with a growing awareness of
the environment and its challenges (global warming, pollution
and urbanisation), has led to a growth in visitation to natural
areas. A term referred to as ‘returning to nature’ has emerged
where people feel the desire to become reconnected to their
natural environments.
Narrabri Shire enjoys vast amounts of lake-, river- and creekside natural areas, unspoilt National Parks and State Forests.
As a result, it is well positioned to expand its role as an
outdoor recreation hub.

Technology advances (apps)
Changes in technology for recreation are also bringing about
an increasing divergence of outdoor recreation activities.
Participants are able to map their route, record their times
and upload digital images of their experience. This allows
them to compete and compare results with past and/or future
users (Strava, Map My Ride etc). Growth in these activities
has encouraged research into more refined technologies
to encourage wider participation, in activities such as geocaching and mountain biking.
From a Council perspective, a disadvantage of the growing
trend in the use of technology for outdoor recreation is that it
is difficult to monitor the information users share. It is through
the means of social media, blogs and forums that users can
promote areas as sites for inappropriate activities (despite
them being considered unsafe or not preferred by authorities).

1
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SKM 2006, Recreation Implication from Residential Densification

Increasing affluence and expectations of
recreation
As a society, Australians are becoming more affluent - the
proportion of income being spent on recreation goods and
leisure is increasing. Whilst outdoor recreation equipment
such as kayaks, mountain bikes and camping goods may
have previously been considered too expensive for many in
the community, discount department stores (such as Kmart,
Aldi and Target) are increasing access to affordable options.
As people spend more money on outdoor recreation and
associated equipment, an increase in outdoor recreation
activities by individuals has been observed. (Previously, these
activities were associated with commercial operators). As
such, demand is increasing for a diversification of natural
areas offering unique experiences and higher levels of
infrastructure.

Tourism – cultural and nature appreciation
It is estimated that the market for nature-based tourism is
increasing at six times the rate of tourism overall2. Some
of the factors that have contributed to this growing trend in
nature-based tourism are that people are looking for new
experiences, adding diversity to their experiences, combining
business travel with holidays, and looking to “get back to
nature”.
The number of nature-based visitors to NSW increased
between 2012 and 2013 by 13.4% to 22.6 million
(international and domestic)3.
Interestingly, two of the top five most popular nature-based
experiences that visitors seek are readily available in the
Shire:
»» visit national parks/state forests
»» bushwalking/rainforest walks.

2
3

Tourism Australia, 2015
Destination NSW 2013, Nature Based Tourism
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Community halls and activity spaces trends
The planning and provision of community infrastructure (and community halls and activity spaces more specifically) is
changing:

Multi-purpose
»»

there is a clear move away from single-purpose or dedicated buildings towards a more cost and land-use efficient model of
multi-purpose and multi-activity buildings

Flexible and modern
»»

flexible design is essential to cater for a variety of potential user groups. Councils (and community groups) have moved on
from the stereotypical community hall with its single large room with timber floor, kitchenette, servery and fold-away plastic
tables and chairs. Expectation is now for modern conveniences, multi-use breakout rooms and commercial-style kitchen
and food preparation areas

Centralised
»»

community halls and activity spaces are becoming more centralised - being built in shopping centres, as part of a leisure/
aquatic centre or attached to education institutions.
Reflecting these trends, Council officers suggest that many of the community halls were rarely used - sitting idle for much of
the time. Interestingly, in a number of councils where use of community halls is low but community attachment is high, some
halls are being turned over to community groups under trust (with the community groups responsible for all maintenance and
management).

Emerging trends - what this means for Narrabri Shire

»»
»»

»»
»»

»»

Open space and play
−− need for more creative, challenging and natural play elements
Informal recreation and physical activity
−− continue to develop recreation facilities attractive to all ages and abilities
−− establish quality walk/cycle loops at key locations (e.g. around lakes, along creeks and rivers)
−− recognise a move away from traditional sport
Sport
−− consider the need to develop specialist playing facilities where ancillary facilities are the focus for sharing
Outdoor recreation
−− in addition to traditional sport planning and development, investigate opportunities to assist residents and
visitors seeking outdoor recreation experiences (even where these may be on land outside Council’s direct
control)
−− Community halls and activity spaces
Community halls and activity spaces
−− based on Council’s perception of limited use, look to reactivate community halls and activity spaces by
promoting them as key venues for community groups seeking meeting spaces, social areas and facilities for
passive recreation (indoor bowls, card games, yoga, martial arts etc).

Sport, Recreation and Open Space Plan
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4. Recreation, open space and sport analysis
Shire-wide analysis

This Section presents an overall analysis of open space, recreation and physical activity, outdoor recreation, sport and
community halls and activity spaces at a whole of Shire level. It forms the precursor to the precinct planning providing in the
following Section.

Open space analysis

Standards-based approach

Needs-based approach

Desired standards of service
It is important to develop open spaces that meet the needs
of the community. It can also be important that development
reflects desired standards of service (DSS) for provision.
These standards articulate the preferred directions that
Council strives to provide. DSS for open space are, generally,
categorised under three broad measures:
»» quantity of land for open space
»» access to open space
»» level of embellishment.
The quantity standard identifies the recommended minimum
standards for the provision of land for open space. Standards
are generally presented as hectares/1,000 (population).
The access standard refers to preferred maximum distances
between residential areas and each open space type.
The level of embellishment standard indicates preferred
facilities and activities within each open space type.
The access and quantity standards are, traditionally, the
two primary measures used to assess and plan for open
space land demands. However, for a number of key reasons
(outlined in the adjoining discussion) this ‘traditional’
approach to open space planning is not preferred for Narrabri
Shire.

21

The standards-based approach (DSS) to open space
planning is most effectively used in greenfield situations
where significant population growth is forecast. However, in
a number of instances, this approach is not necessarily the
only approach for consideration. Alternate approaches may be
appropriate when:
»» infill development (rather than greenfield development) is
planned
»» limited population growth is expected
»» planning areas consist of a number of separate smaller
towns and villages.
Narrabri Shire is typified by
»» limited expectations of growth over the next 20 years
»» small villages and towns distributed across the Shire
»» generally larger residential block sizes.
Given these aspects of the Shire, the analysis presented
in the Plan has taken more of a needs-based approach to
open space planning. While the standards-based approach
outcomes for access and embellishment have been
considered for each planning area, more weight is given to the
planning area ‘needs’ as it considers the social, demographic
and environmental characteristics of an area for which open
space is needed and/or the type of embellishment required
in an open space. Not only does the needs-based approach
consider the number of people living in the area (more akin to
standards-based planning), but importantly it also takes into
account recreation preferences, demographic changes and
existing facilities.

Narrabri Shire Council

Access to experiences
For each planning precinct, the Plan considers the location, activities (or experiences) and embellishment of existing open
space facilities and preferred outcomes for that planning area (town or village) to address any demand.
The range of activities and experiences considered as key elements in the Shire’s open space network include:
»» water-based recreation
»» access to nature
»» escape, break out and recreation areas
»» comfort/safety
»» indoor recreation/community meetings
»» outdoor recreation
»» picnics
»» playgrounds
»» sport
»» activities
»» walking and cycling
»» cultural/community events.
It is recognised that not every locality will provide access to each of these experiences (especially given how small a number
of the villages are). However, ensuring that each of these opportunities is, at least, available at a Shire-wide level is a key
component of the Plan.

Tiered approach to access and distribution
A tiered hierarchy of open spaces within Narrabri Shire has been proposed, in order to appropriately plan for the future open
space, sport and recreation needs of each community. The tiers provide detail on the level of facilities and embellishments that
the community can expect, as well as indicative travel distances for the community to access additional facilities.
The sustainability of open space and sports facilities must be considered in the provision of future open space, with an
important component being Council’s ability to fund, operate and maintain the network and assets.
Tier

Recreation Parks
Town
Local

Town

Sports Parks
Local
Specialised

Other Open Space
Private
Utility
Camping

ONE
Narrabri
TWO
Boggabri
Wee Waa
THREE
Baan Baa
Bellata
Edgeroi
Gwabegar
Maules Creek
Pilliga

p

p

p

p

p#

p

p*

p

p*

p

p

p

p

p^

p

p

p

p^*

p

p

p

only if the local park is part of a community hub (e.g. Ludowici Park in Wee Waa is part of a “hub” made up of the Wee Waa
Memorial Pool and Wee Waa Tennis Courts)
#

* preferably shared use of the playground/oval at the local school (where they exist)
^ only tennis courts, preferably shared use of the tennis courts at the local school (where they exist)
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Embellishment
As previously noted, the Plan proposes an open space classification and hierarchy based around local and town level sport and
recreation facilities (as the core open space). The table below outlines indicative embellishment standards (facility inclusions)
for each of these four classifications of park. It assists to classify existing facilities and to guide future development and
upgrade.
Embellishment standard

Recreation parks
Local
Town

Playground (activity node)

l

Wheeled recreation device activity node (Skate park)

l

Sports parks
Local
Town
l

l

l
l

Shade trees clustered near activity nodes

l

l

l

l

Lighting

l

l

l

l

Internal pathways and paving

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

Bicycle racks
Shade structures

l

l

l

l

Tap/bubbler

l

l

l

l

Bench seating

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

Electric barbecue

l

Picnic shelters

l

Bins

l

Toilets

l

l

Internal road and car parking

l

l

Clubhouse

l

l

Spectator facilities

l

l

Sports fields

l

l

Sports courts

l

l
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Future direction for open space in Narrabri Shire
Our vision for open space in Narrabri Shire is:

“Narrabri Shire has an open space network that provides engaging places and spaces
that build on our sense of community and ensure quality of life for all ages.”
The vision sets the desired direction for open space across the Shire. It reflects the community’s aspirations and Council’s
objective to continue to be a community that respects and values the natural environment, and understands the need to
balance recreation and conservation values to ensure sustainability.
The following guiding principles have been developed to lead the future provision and planning of open space across Narrabri
Shire:
»» provision and increased access to a range of recreation settings in order to meet the changing recreation needs and
aspirations of the community
»» fair and equitable access to open space and activities for all members of the community
»» variety of play opportunities (including challenging play and natural play elements)
»» maintenance of open space continues to meet community expectations.

Priority actions
SHIRE-WIDE - Liaise with Department of Education regional officers and local principals to ‘activate’ (outside school hours)
the sport and play opportunities available at schools in smaller towns for local residents
BAAN BAA - Rationalise Baan Baa Park (investigate opportunities to transfer management to the owner of the adjoining
former school site)
BAAN BAA - Rationalise the former cricket ground
BELLATA - Rationalise the former caravan park site
BELLATA - Rationalise the northern section of Bellata Park
GWABEGAR - Rationalise the Recreation Reserve
NARRABRI - Rationalise Park Crescent Park
NARRABRI - Rationalise Blanche Peadon Drive Park
WEE WAA - Rationalise Rotary Park

Sport, Recreation and Open Space Plan
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Recreation and physical activity analysis
Informal recreation and physical
activity
With adult participation rates in organised
sport appearing to be steady (or declining) for
adults across the Shire, participation in informal
recreation activities is increasing. Consistent
with national and state sporting trends, walking
is the most popular activity that residents enjoy.
Council recognises and supports this growing
trend. Implementing the Walk and Cycle Strategy
will see the existing footpath and shared path
network expanded to provide greater connectivity
and opportunities for safe active transport. With
an ageing population and desire to continue to
attract visitors, it is important that the network
includes complementing infrastructure, such as
bench seats, water bubblers and bike racks to
allow users to rest. Directional and information
signage will promote areas of recreation, scenic
and/or cultural importance.
The existing Narrabri Lake walk/cycle loop is
heavily used, while the proposed Narrabri Creek
walk/cycle loop is expected to prove very popular
for residents and visitors once established.

Wheeled recreation device nodes
Wheeled recreation device node is the modern term for ‘skateparks’. It
more accurately reflects the fact that skateboards are generally a more
infrequent use of the facility behind scooters and bmx.
As noted throughout the Plan, lack of activities for youth is a concern.
These nodes are considered quality facilities to develop for youth - they are
hard-wearing and require limited maintenance. Additionally, they not only
provide an activity space for users but also an area for youth to socialise
(particularly when suitable ancillary facilities such as covered seating,
bubblers and power are provided).
Facilities currently exist in Narrabri, Wee Waa and Boggabri. Despite being
quite small (and located on the edge of a busy highway), the facility in
Narrabri is well-used. It is proposed to develop a new larger facility as
part of a feature play precinct approximately 200m from the existing site
(and removing the existing facility to allow for expansion of the amenities
building to support Hogan and Leitch Ovals). The development of a second
facility within Narrabri (at Narrabri Lake) is also supported.
The facility in Wee Waa is poorly constructed, has no natural areas
of shade and is poorly located (on a busy road and away from the
central business district and residential area). The Plan recommends
the development of a new facility in Dangar Park. Additional facility
development proposed for Dangar Park can see this area converted into a
community common and active recreation area for youth.

Play

The Boggabri facility is well located in the town key recreation park. It has
ready access to toilets, seating and water and is in a well-shaded area.

The Narrabri Shire lacks quality playgrounds.
Children at school visits expressed that the
existing play was ‘boring’ and only catered for
younger children and toddlers. Many wanted to
see larger, more challenging play activities such
as flying foxes, climbing nets and giant slides
(such as those found in Tamworth, Moree and
Toowoomba).

Programming

It is recommended that higher-level destination
play nodes be made available in Narrabri, Wee
Waa and Boggabri, with a single play node also
retained (and upgraded) in Bellata, Pilliga and
Gwabegar.
The higher-level destination parks should include
challenging play opportunities that cater for all
ages and abilities.

Physical activity programs
Other than the learn-to-swim program conducted at the Narrabri Aquatic
Centre, Council does not oversee any physical activity programs within the
Shire.
Without a key driver within Council, conducting programs of this nature is
difficult. The establishment of a new position may allow Council to develop
an over-arching Active and Healthy-style program. The approach may be as
simple as to advertise and promote any of the existing relevant community
activities undertaken through the libraries and the existing private
physical activity providers (personal trainers, yoga, dance etc) under a
new Active and Healthy banner. Activating the open space areas is a key
recommendation of the Plan.

In the smaller villages, opportunities for
community access to the high quality play
facilities within the local public school is
recommended for investigation.
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Future direction for recreation and physical activity in Narrabri Shire
Our vision for recreation and physical activity in the Shire is:

“Residents and visitors are aware of and have access to a diverse range of affordable
recreation and physical activity opportunities for all ages and abilities”
The vision reflects the community’s and Council’s desires to have residents and visitors engaged in recreation opportunities
by providing facilities and programs that activate parks. From simple playgrounds for toddlers, to more challenging nature play
for children, to wheeled recreation device nodes and bike tracks, to community commons and performances spaces - exciting
opportunities will be provided to participants of all ages.
The following guiding principles have been developed to guide the future planning and promotion of recreation and physical
activity within the Narrabri Shire:
»» appropriate facilities are provided in line with the needs of the community and identified target groups
»» there is a diversity in the function, type and setting of recreation facilities
»» appropriate embellishments are provided within open space to encourage physical activity
»» recreation and physical activity opportunities are accessible to the whole community
»» recreation nodes are collocated with sports, community buildings and other public spaces where possible
»» regular activation of open space is encouraged and facilitated.

Priority actions
SHIRE-WIDE - Conduct an information session for councillors, the executive team and senior officers regarding modern play
opportunities (consider undertaking site visits of modern play nodes in nearby councils)
SHIRE-WIDE - Continue to activate the open spaces throughout the Shire by hosting (and facilitating)community events
BOGGABRI - Develop internal pathways to connect the entrance to Vickery Park with the amenity block and picnic facilities (to
ensure an all-access venue)
GWABEGAR - Replace the play elements in Anzac Park
NARRABRI - Establish a feature play node between the Narrabri Visitor Information Centre and the Crossing Theatre
NARRABRI - Establish a feature recreation node at Narrabri Lake (as identified in the master plan)
NARRABRI - Construct a wheeled recreation device facility (skate park) at Narrabri Lake
NARRABRI - Construct a new wheeled recreation device facility (skate park) near the Crossing Theatre
PILLIGA - Upgrade the play elements within Anzac Park
WEE WAA - Develop Dangar Park as the key play park for older youth and the town community ‘common’.
WEE WAA - Continue to develop Ludowici Park as the key play park for younger children
WEE WAA - Construct a wheeled recreation device facility (skate park) at Dangar Park

Sport, Recreation and Open Space Plan
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Outdoor recreation analysis
The Council area includes a wide range of natural open space assets including rivers, creeks, lakes, extensive bushland, State
Forests and National Parks. Together, these areas have the potential to provide an array of outdoor recreation experiences.
However, many of these areas are not connected to the open space network and/or have not been promoted or targeted as
quality places for recreation. As a result, the Plan highlights the opportunity to embrace outdoor recreation as a key form of
recreation that is currently largely ‘untapped’.
The natural setting of Council’s open space network and the opportunities it provides for interaction with the natural
environment is highly valued by the majority of residents that completed the community survey. (Despite limited promotion
and activation) the rivers, creeks, lakes and Mount Kaputar are some of the most popular places to recreate. It is no surprise
that the vast majority of the top eight most popular activities that residents participate in while visiting the Shire’s open space
network can be categorised as outdoor recreation. The top activities were:
»» walking
»» swimming
»» playing in the park
»» gardening
»» fishing
»» running
»» canoe/kayaking
»» bushwalking
»» recreation cycling.
Council’s tourism team is investigating opportunities to promote and build upon the existing outdoor recreation activities. In
particular, opportunities to provide additional non-motorised access to waterways, to establish remote camping experiences
and to further embed partnerships with National Parks and Wildlife Services are all considered key outcomes.

Level of impact
Each outdoor recreation activity has a potential level of impact on the bushland reserve. The level of impact of each activity has
been determined through industry research and by assessing the level of infrastructure required for each, as well as the likely
ongoing impact of the activity on a site. This categorisation should be used as a guide only, and should not be considered in
isolation to a reserve’s values.
Level of
impact
Low

Medium
High
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Description
When undertaken on a designated facility (i.e. bushwalking on a designated track) these activities have
a relatively low level of impact on the bushland reserve and typically require a low level of landscape
modification
Medium impact activities may have a relatively low impact, however, may require vegetation clearing or low
level infrastructure to support its use (e.g. camping)
High impact activities are those that affect a large area and are intensive in nature. These activities
often cause environmental impact including erosion. They often require vegetation clearing or extensive
infrastructure to support its use (e.g. four wheel driving)

Narrabri Shire Council

The table below summaries the level of impact of the outdoor recreation activities available throughout the Shire. It also
summarises the ‘providers’ of each form of outdoor recreation.
Activity

Level of impact

Currently provided in the Narrabri Shire
Council
NSW National
Forestry
Parks and
Corporation of
Wildlife Service
NSW

bushwalking

low

l

l

l

picnicking

low

l

l

l

nature study

low

l

l

l

bird watching

low

l

l

l

photography

low

l

l

l

sight seeing

low

l

l

l

formal and primitive camping

medium

l

l

l

orienteering

medium

l

l

l

horse riding (endurance and trail)

medium

l

l

l

recreational cycling (mountain bike touring)

medium

l

l

l

downhill mountain biking

medium

l

trail running

low*

l

geocaching

medium*

l

canoeing and kayaking

low^

l

l

fishing

low^

l

l

sailing and sailboarding

low^

l

l

medium to high

l

l

boating, waterskiing and jet skiing

l

l

l

motor/trail bike riding

high

l

l

four-wheel-driving

high

l

l

l

l

outdoor recreation events
low to high
* when undertaken as individuals or small groups i.e. not events
^ when access to the water body is by formal ramp or launch point

l
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Future direction of outdoor recreation in Narrabri Shire
Our vision for outdoor recreation in the Shire is:

“Natural settings across the Shire provide an integrated network of sustainable outdoor
recreation experiences where our community, visitors and environment are in harmony”
The vision reflects the community’s aspirations and Council’s objective to become a community that respects and values the
natural environment. It also acknowledges the need to balance recreation and conservation values to ensure the sustainability
of the natural environment.
The following guiding principles have been developed to guide the future provision and management of outdoor recreation
within Narrabri Shire:
»» the conservation prioritisation of natural areas be considered in determining appropriate levels of activity
»» determine the carrying capacity of each natural area to host sustainable outdoor recreation activities prior to permitting
the activity (including the identification of restricted sensitive areas)
»» outdoor recreation activities are managed to take account for seasonal conditions and sensitivities
»» outdoor recreation activities are to include only low maintenance infrastructure
»» outdoor recreation should utilise previously disturbed areas/bushland reserves where possible to prevent further impact.

Priority actions
SHIRE-WIDE - Recognise outdoor recreation as key community activities that require resourcing
NARRABRI - Develop a feature walk/cycle loop either side of Narrabri Creek between the Violet Street Bridge and a new
pedestrian bridge to be developed near to the Crossing Theatre
NARRABRI - Activate Narrabri Creek and the Namoi River by establishing non-motorised boat launching sites and simple free
camping sites
WEE WAA - Promote Yarrie Lake as a key natural area offering recreation opportunities
WEE WAA - Establish a floating pontoon to allow for fishing and non-motorised boat access (and tie-up)
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Sport analysis
Council currently manages 17 sports parks (approximately 59ha) that provide a variety of traditional sporting opportunities for
the Shire’s residents (and visitors).

Membership
Two relevant surveys (community and sports club) were available to the community during the project’s engagement phase.
Just over one half of community survey respondents participated in organised sport. Participation trends identified by the
sports clubs were consistent with the national and state participation trends with junior participation increasing since 2013,
while senior participation held steady (or declined slightly).
Encouragingly, half of the sports club respondents predict an increase in membership over the coming years as a result of peak
body initiatives and/or local club efforts. In regards to membership, the main areas of concern for clubs were lack of female
participation and lack of youth participation.

Quality sports parks
Two thirds of community survey respondents rate the quality of sport facilities as either above average or great. However, this
appreciation for sports parks is not necessarily shared by the sporting clubs using them. Clubs were provided with a list of
facilities most commonly found at the Shire’s sports parks and asked to indicate whether the facilities that they used were
suitable for their requirements. The majority of clubs indicated that their facilities were not suitable. In Council-wide type
analyses (such as this Plan) it is common for clubs to report their primary issue to be a lack of fields/ovals/courts available
for use. However, in a positive outcome for Council, every respondent indicated that the number of playing fields/ovals was
suitable. The main concerns for clubs were themed around ancillary facilities such:
»» shade, seating and water
»» storage areas
»» changerooms
»» clubhouses.
Additionally, the engagement process (and facility analyses) have highlighted the benefits to sports facility allocation that
can be achieved by upgrading the playing field lights at a number of venues. Providing a wider array of fields with training
(or competition) standard lighting will allow Council to spread the loads that fields are currently susceptible to and assist in
developing homes for each of the traditional sports.
Exceeds Suitable
Not
Not
needs
suitable required
Current and future desired
Storage
0%
30%
70%
0%
facility improvements (provided
Seating/shade/water
0%
30%
70%
0%
in survey responses) were also
Clubhouse
0%
40%
60%
0%
themed around ancillary facilities.
Simple improvements and/or new
Changerooms
0%
30%
60%
10%
infrastructure requests included:
Maintenance of buildings
0%
50%
50%
0%
»» shade for players and officials
Lighting standards
0%
60%
30%
10%
»» better quality changerooms and
Public toilets
0%
70%
30%
0%
toilets
Facilities provided (e.g. chairs / tables /
0%
70%
30%
0%
»» storage facilities
stage)
»» basic clubhouse upgrades.
Canteen facilities
0%
90%
10%
0%
Car parking
0%
90%
10%
0%
Number of playing fields/ovals /courts
0%
100%
0%
0%
Access and circulation
0%
100%
0%
0%
Spectator area
0%
100%
0%
0%
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New/upgraded infrastructure requests

Specialised sports

Sporting clubs raised concerns about the lack of knowledge about who
to contact regarding new/upgrading infrastructure and/or maintenance
issues. The proposed development of a new role within Council will
provide a direct link for clubs for Council communication.

Aquatic facilities

A Club Development Plan (or Business Plan) is a key tool to guide future
planning for clubs. Any club that is serious about sustainability and future
development should have a blueprint that shows the direction that it
wishes to take. The plan should also justify why new and/or upgraded
infrastructure is required and how the club plans to contribute financially
to the development. Less than one third of the Shire’s sports clubs that
responded to the survey indicated that they have a development plan.
This level of planning is disappointing. Without a Club Development Plan
(or similar) the organisation is likely to lurch in different directions as
volunteers change over time. The Club Development Plan gives direction
to the organisation and membership.
To prevent future ad-hoc development, Council should assist clubs to
prepare development plans. Club Development Plans can then become
requirements within the Community Grants Policy (and process). Here
again, the new role within Council can take a lead role in assisting clubs.

Two thirds of community survey respondents
rate the quality of aquatic facilities as
above average or great. Perhaps even more
encouraging only 12% of respondents consider
these facilities as below average or poor.
Key comments regarding the existing aquatic
facilities included:
»» need for longer opening hours
»» need for reduction in entry fees
»» need for additional staff.
Clearly, each of these suggestions is related to
Council’s ability to resource the aquatic facilities
and what Council accepts as a suitable level of
community service obligation.
Council’s recent aquatic facility structural
investigations have highlighted a significant
capital burden that Council will need to resource
in order for the facilities to remain fit-forpurpose.

Indoor sport
There are currently no Council-managed indoor
sports facilities in the Shire. A communitymanaged one-court facility is located in Wee
Waa. Interestingly, there was little demand for
indoor sports facility development that has come
through the community engagement processes
(other than suggestion that the Wee Waa facility
requires upgrade).
Despite limited demand identified in the Plan,
it is evident that an indoor sports court would
benefit basketball (and potentially netball)
in Narrabri. Such a facility would provide an
all-weather home for basketball and provide
for year-round activity. It would also provide an
indoor training environment for netball.
It is not recommended that Council pursue
the development of an indoor sports facility as
solely a Council project. Rather, many councils
have seen the benefit in co-developing indoor
sports facilities with local secondary schools.
In such an arrangement, the school may have
user rights during school hours, with community
user groups holding tenure over the facility at
alternate times. This approach could reduce
the capital burden for Council and remove any
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ongoing management resources.

Master plans
Master plans (or concept plans) are important tools to guide facility decision-making. They are particularly important for sports
facilities where changes in club officials can alter former preferred directions.
Given the number of existing users, the range of facilities and identified need for upgrade, master plans are proposed for Cook
Oval and the Collins, Hogan and Leitch Ovals sports precinct. Additionally, with a range of facility upgrades proposed for Dangar
Park (Wee Waa) in line with an overall change of focus for the Park, a concept plan is proposed for the site.
Extensive user group consultation and further site analysis should be the cornerstone for these planning activities.

Attracting events
A number of sporting club representatives and Council officers note a desire for attracting more frequent regional- and Statelevel events and carnivals to the Shire. There are clear economic benefits that can be gained from hosting events of this nature.
However, this Plan highlights that seeking to attract events for traditional sports is not a preferred directive.
State sporting organisations indicated that there are currently no traditional sports with a high enough level of infrastructure
to attract events. Additionally, the remoteness of the Shire and the limited flight opportunities at the Narrabri airport further
reduce the likelihood of event hosting.
With few clubs experiencing significant membership growth, there is little demand for higher levels of infrastructure (particularly
if this is only being sought in an effort to attract events). Rather, the Plan recommends that Council supports non-traditional
sporting groups (e.g. polocrosse) that have suitable existing facilities and are seeking to attract (or to continue hosting) events
and carnivals.
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Future direction of sport in Narrabri Shire
Our vision for sport in the Shire is:

“We are a Shire of sporting opportunity, with diverse and quality facilities for an active
and healthy community”
The vision reflects the community’s aspirations and Council’s objective to be a healthy and active community that has access
to a diverse range of places, spaces and activities that encourage and enable healthy lifestyle choices.
The following guiding principles have been developed to guide the future provision and management of sport within Narrabri
Shire:
»» ensure maximisation of facilities (formal and informal activities)
»» base decision-making on sound data and demand
»» master planning of key sports parks to ensure there is a demonstrated need for infrastructure upgrades
»» provide ongoing support and education to sport and recreation clubs
»» ensure ancillary facilities reflect the needs of participants, officials and spectators.

Priority actions
SHIRE-WIDE - Establish a range of master plans (or concept plans) for key sites
SHIRE-WIDE - Promote the sports facility levels of service standards widely amongst the community
SHIRE-WIDE - Educate sport and recreation organisations regarding the range of available funding opportunities and
Council’s role in facilitation of quality grant submissions
SHIRE-WIDE - Seek opportunities to host non-traditional sporting events and carnivals (e.g. polocrosse)
NARRABRI - Set the long-term locations for each sport within town and ensure all future planning and development aligns
(e.g. Gately Fields to be the home of football, Cooma Sportsground to be the home of touch)
NARRABRI - Develop competition standard lighting at Hogan Oval
NARRABRI - Develop training standard lighting at Leitch Oval
NARRABRI - Extend the amenities building between Hogan and Leitch Ovals into the (former) skate park footprint. Include a
simple canteen, changerooms, social area, storage and viewing areas across the two ovals
NARRABRI - Develop a storage facility and first aid facility near to the changerooms/amenities building at Collins Park
NARRABRI - Develop playing field lights to competition standard across three full-size rectangular fields (up to six touch fields)
at Cooma Sportsground
NARRABRI - Establish a quality home for football at Gately Fields by lighting the fields to competition standard and
undertaking clubhouse upgrades
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Community halls and activity spaces
While community halls and indoor activity spaces do not fall ‘under the banner’ of parks and open space, they do provide key
areas for recreation and socialisation. Additionally, the Plan notes that there are currently few indoor sport opportunities. In
smaller towns and villages, a well-programmed community hall can play an important role as the indoor sport and recreation
hub.

Activating existing facilities
Council is keen to have the existing network of community halls, libraries and community centres as vibrant and busy
community recreation and event facilities. Currently, it appears that many of these facilities are largely under-utilised and there
is no central role within Council driving this desire for well-activated spaces. Interestingly, the community halls are not even
listed on Council’s website, despite other community facilities such as the pools and libraries all being described.
The new Council officer position proposed in the Plan could also oversee the activation and improved access to the existing
facilities through engagement with the local communities. Like parks programming, it may be that there are existing activities
being undertaken that simply need further promotion.

Providing new facilities
Since 2015, there has been a push within Boggabri for the development of a community hall facility. There have been
suggestions that the bowls club site is well-located for such a development. This Plan recommends investigating the feasibility
(and long-term sustainability) of developing a multi-purpose community facility within Boggabri. Such a project would include
identifying appropriate uses and infrastructure and establishing a preferred management arrangement to ensure the facility
could meet the needs of the community.
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Future direction of community halls and activity spaces in Narrabri
Shire
Our vision for community halls and activity halls in the Shire is:

“Residents and visitors have access to appropriate halls and indoor spaces that provide
a range of activities and opportunities to ensure an engaged community”
The vision reflects the community’s aspirations and Council’s objective to be a vibrant and engaged community that has access
to a diverse range of places, spaces and activities.
The following guiding principles have been developed to guide the future provision and management of community halls and
activity spaces within Narrabri Shire:
»» assist to promote existing activities and opportunities
»» encourage greater use of existing facilities
»» base decision-making on sound data and demand.

Priority actions
SHIRE-WIDE - Investigate opportunities to negotiate additional community access and programming at community halls and
centres (particularly where it encourages socialisation for older residents)
SHIRE-WIDE - Expand the role of the libraries as community centres and activity spaces. (Consider after-school activities for
children, activities for the unemployed, activities for those not interested in traditional sport and parents caring for very young
children/infants)
BOGGABRI - Investigate the feasibility (and sustainability) of developing a Community Facility

Sport, Recreation and Open Space Plan
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Narrabri
Narrabri is the administrative centre of the Shire. With a 2016
population of 7,167 people, limited future growth is projected.
However, the actual number of people residing in Narrabri is difficult to
pinpoint due to the constant influx of fly-in fly-out and drive-in drive-out
workers.

Narrabri

With a median age of 39, Narrabri’s population is ageing. However, the
proportion of children aged 0 to 14 years is higher than the New South
Wales figures, suggesting there are a number of young families in the
area. This is further supported by the fact that there are three primary
schools and one high school in the town.
The Namoi River and Narrabri Creek split the town into three ‘sections’.
Narrabri’s central business district is located on the eastern side of
the Namoi River and is home to the town’s main sporting grounds,
community and cultural facilities, retail and administrative services.
The Narrabri CBD Masterplan is guiding future CBD upgrades,
including the activation of the open space along the Namoi River.
The central and Narrabri west sections of the town are predominately
residential areas.

Snapshot
Current population (2016)
0 - 14 years
15 - 24 years
25 - 34 years
35 - 44 years
45 - 54 years
55 - 64 years
65 years and over
Median age (2016)
Households with children
Unoccupied private dwellings
Do not have a motor vehicle
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7,167
21.1%
11.7%
12.4%
11.4%
12.7%
13.3%
17.4%
39
59.2%
11.6%
6.5%

Overall, Narrabri is an active town and offers a variety of recreation
and sporting opportunities to residents and visitors. The main sporting
hub of the Shire, there are four quality sporting precincts that host
a variety of sporting codes, a private golf course, shooting and pistol
facilities, showgrounds and a modern aquatic facility (although the
outdoor pool is beginning to age).
Narrabri Lake, located in the west, is a key community asset
and a popular location for informal recreation, water sports and
nature appreciation. Narrabri Creek and Namoi River also provide
opportunities for water-based recreation such as canoe/kayaking,
fishing and swimming.
Narrabri currently lacks a quality recreation park with picnic and play
facilities. However, with the Newell Highway running through town,
there is potential to enhance Narrabri’s existing natural open space
to develop a high quality recreation park that is attractive to both
residents and visitors passing through.
In addition to Narrabri’s open space network, residents and visitors
have the opportunity to participate in a number of outdoor recreation
activities, offered by the surrounding natural areas:
»» Rocky Creek Glacial Area
»» Sawn Rocks
»» Waa Gorge
»» Mount Kaputar National Park
»» Deriah Aboriginal Area
The library and Crossing Theatre also run a number of free or low cost
recreation and community programs for residents.
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Open space in Narrabri
Current supply

There is currently 246.39ha of open space in Narrabri. Recreation and sports parks account for just over a quarter (26.28%) of
the total network. Specialised sports make up the majority of the remaining open space land area.
Type of open space
»»
»»
»»

»»
»»
»»

Recreation parks
−− local recreation park
−− town recreation park
Sports park
−− local sports park
−− town sports park
Specialised sport
−− tennis
−− aquatic
−− private
−− showgrounds
Community facilities
Undeveloped open space
Utility open space

ha
41.70
8.04
33.66
23.04
4.47
18.58
139.24
1.98
2.30
113.49
21.47
2.41
27.71
9.04

% of current
network
16.93%
3.26%
13.66%
9.35%
1.81%
7.54%
56.51%
0.80%
0.93%
53.37%
8.71%
0.98%
11.25%
3.67%
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ID

Reserve name

Current classification

Recreation parks
RL1

Blanche Peadon Drive Park

Local

RL2

Cameron Park

Local

RL3

Collins Park Playground

Local

RL4

Cooma Sportsground Playground

Local

RL5

Park Crescent Park

Local

RL6

Rotary Park

Local

RL7

Selina Street Park

Local

RL8

Skate Park

Local

RT1

Narrabri Lake

Town

Sports parks
SL1

Gately Fields

Local

ST1

Collins Park

Town

ST2

Cooma Sportsground

Town

ST3

Dangar Park

Town

ST4

Hogan Oval

Town

ST4

Leitch Oval

Town

Specialised sports
SA1

Narrabri Aquatic Centre

Aquatic

SS1

Narrabri Showgrounds

Showgrounds

SP1

Galloping Gully Polocrosse

Private

SP2

Narrabri Clay Target Club

Private

SP3

Narrabri Golf Club

Private

SP4

Narrabri Motorsports Precinct

Private

SP5

Narrabri Pistol Club

Private

Community facilities
CF1

The Crossing Theatre

Community facility

CF2

Narrabri Library

Community facility

CF3

Camp Palmer (Scout Hut)

Community facility

CF4

Visitor Information Centre

Community facility

CF5

Narrabri Aquatic Centre Multipurpose Room

Community facility / Aquatic centre

Other open space
Cam1

Narrabri Caravan Park

Camping

UN1

Selina Street Reserve

Undeveloped

UN2

Northern end of Cameron Park

Undeveloped
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Current open space in Narrabri
Legend
Recreation parks
Local recreation park
Town recreation park
Sports parks
Local sports park

W
ee

Town sports park
Specialised sport

W
aa

Ro
a

d

Showgrounds
Aquatic
Tennis
Private
Community facilities

nd
Na

Other open space

tre
ar S
ew

Camping
Undeveloped

et

Utility

Ne
we
ll

Hi

et
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wa
y

tre
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een

ber

Tib

Ugoa S
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Access to experiences
The open space network in Narrabri offers a number of experiences and activities for residents and visitors. Creating
supportive environments for these opportunities is also an important ingredient to facilitating increased use and value of the
open space network.
The following experiences are provided in Narrabri and surrounding areas.
Activity/
Experience
Water-based
recreation

Access to nature

Supporting embellishments/facilities
Boat ramps

l

Jetties
Natural swimming holes

l

Aquatic facility

l

Undeveloped green space

l

Waterways

l

Natural areas

l

Escape, break-out Lookout
and recreation
Shaded seating areas
areas
Formal/structured gardens

l

Library

l

Public toilets

l

Signage

l

Comfort/safety

Activity/
Experience
Picnics

Playgrounds

l

Outdoor
recreation

Bushwalking

l

Mountain biking

l

Fishing facilities

l

Camping

l

Wheelchair friendly activities

l

l

Covered gazebos to cater for
large groups
Table, seats and shade

l

BBQ facilities (gas)

l

Toddler

l

Young children

l

Youth
Sport

l

Indoor recreation/ Community building
community
Indoor sports hall
meetings
Indoor community space

Supporting embellishments/facilities

Activities

Fields/ovals/courts (Council)

l

School fields/ovals/courts (for
public use)
Horse friendly facilities

l

Private

l

Skate park

l

l

BMX track
Walking and
cycling

Outdoor fitness equipment

l

Footpaths

l

Shared paths/cycleways

l

Bicycle parking
Cultural/
Open space for markets
community events Amphitheatre/gazebo/stage
Open space for events

l
l
l

Residents have access to a variety of sport (except for indoor) and recreation experiences. However, site inspections identified
a lack of infrastructure to support informal recreation, such as connecting pathways, signage, bench seats, quality playgrounds,
and picnic facilities. Despite this, residents continue to be physically active and participate in a number of organised informal
recreation activities (e.g. Parkrun).
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Use and values
Narrabri’s open space network is well used with two-thirds
(67%) of survey respondents using the network more than
twice a week.
Consistent with State and national trends, walking
remains the most popular activity participated in at 71% of
respondents. Other popular activities included:
»» swimming (recreation not club) 		
56%
»» playing in the park 				
54%
»» gardening 					
43%
»» fishing 					
38%
Of those surveyed, 56% also participated in organised sport.
Interestingly, the most popular place to recreate was at home
(64%) followed by:
»» Narrabri Lake 				
64%
»» local footpaths 				
57%
»» swimming pool 				
55%
»» parks 					
50%
Narrabri’s waterways and surrounding natural areas were
also important places for recreation (between 25% to 45% of
respondents).
Respondents were also asked to note their favourite open
space in the Shire. Narrabri residents’ favourite locations
were:
»» Narrabri Lake				
48%
»» surrounding waterways (Narrabri Creek,
Namoi River and Yarrie Lake)			
23%
»» sports parks					
11%
The majority of respondents (97%) rated the importance of
open space as either important or very important and valued
their surrounding open space because:
»» it allows people to spend time with their family
»» the natural setting 				
»» they provide users with a place to exercise.
The majority of respondents also believed that open space
should be a high or very high priority for Council. If given the
opportunity to improve open space network, Narrabri survey
respondents would improve/develop:
»» a walking track around/along Narrabri Creek
»» facilities and walking track at Narrabri Lake
»» shade across all parks
»» development of a Town Park
»» better playground facilities (like Tamworth Regional Park)
−− picnic facilities
−− activities for youth
»» dog off-leash park
»» upgrade of Gately Park
»» more walk and cycle links around Narrabri.

Respondents were also in favour of rationalising small, under
utilised parks in favour of a quality town park. They would
also like to see parks like Cameron Park activated to reduce
undesirable behaviour.
When asked if they had experienced any barriers to using
open space, the top five responses were:
»» no shade
»» lack of connectivity
»» they are poor maintained and/or unclean
»» there is a lack of toilets
»» there is a lack of variety/boring.
Respondents were asked to rate the quality of the Shire’s
sport and recreation facilities.

Aquatic facilities
Sportsfields
Equestrian facilities
Playgrounds
Skate parks
Natural bushland
Places to relax and
socialise
Community hall /
centre
Activities for youth
Activities for seniors
Low cost/free
activities

poor
quality
12%
5%
10%
44%
24%
13%
35%

18%
22%
14%
28%
24%
28%
37%

great
quality
68%
69%
9%
20%
23%
50%
26%

26%

22%

34%

51%
23%
41%

21%
26%
30%

8%
9%
18%

If respondents were in charge of the provision of open space
over the next 10 years, the top three projects identified
include:
»» new/upgraded playgrounds
»» improved facilities along the river, creek, lake
»» new/upgraded walk cycle paths.
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Analysis of open space

Land for recreation open space

Community facilities

The town lacks feature recreation parks that provide a range
of activities for all ages. Younger children are seeking more
challenging play opportunities while older youth note the need
for an upgraded skate park (and in a safer location), more
shade within parks and an improved path system.

It is not necessarily Council’s role to be a provider of activities.
However, Council should take a more active role in recognising
and promoting the activities that are currently undertaken by
private providers within community facilities.

The Plan recommends the development of two quality
recreation parks - one through further embellishment of the
recreation opportunities at Narrabri Lake and the second by
creating a sport and recreation precinct incorporating the
playing fields, open space areas and Crossing Theatre along
the banks of Narrabri Creek.
Narrabri Lake is already a popular recreation area. The
additional embellishments included within the master plan
will help to ensure that facility remains attractive to a wide
range of residents and visitors.
The recreation elements (play node and wheeled recreation
device facility) along Narrabri Creek are poorly located limiting
opportunities for expansion. It is preferred to remove these
two elements and develop a new precinct closer to the
Crossing Theatre that incorporates a range of natural and
built play elements, wheeled recreation device facility, picnic
facilities, walk/cycle paths, dirt bmx track and parking.
These two feature recreation areas are expected to prove
popular. Assuming a quality path network is established that
links residential areas with these key recreation precincts,
rationalisation of two smaller (and under-utilised) local
recreation parks is recommended.

Council facilities such as the library and aquatic centre
meeting room should also be further promoted as areas
available for indoor community activities.

Access and experiences
While there are a range of sport and recreation opportunities
currently available for residents and visitors, enhanced
promotion and activation are required. For example, the
town is well-suited as a home of outdoor recreation and yet
activities such as mountain biking, bushwalking and canoeing
receive very limited resourcing nor attention.
Additionally, greater emphasis is required on the provision of
directional and interpretive signage. Areas such as Narrabri
Lake and Narrabri Creek are well-suited to interpretive
signage such as flora and fauna species and other points of
interest. As the walk/cycle network continues to be developed
across the town, directional signage should be installed so
that users understand how far it is to key areas such as the
central business district, key sport and recreation facilities,
Crossing Theatre and other community facilities.

Land for sport open space
Narrabri has an adequate supply of land for outdoor sporting
purposes. However, the current arrangements have fields
being used at and above capacity given preference for
sporting codes to use quality lit facilities.
More direct management with a goal of developing ‘homes’
for each of the key codes will ensure a more rational and
sustainable approach to field use. The development of field
lighting and suitable ancillary infrastructure will be a key
requirement to achieve these outcomes.
While there is limited demand for an indoor sports facility, it is
uncommon for a town the size of Narrabri not to have access
to such a facility. Rather than Council look to develop a facility,
it is recommended that a joint approach with the local high
school be investigated.
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Narrabri priority actions
Town-wide
NA1 Set the long-term locations for each sport
within town and ensure all future planning and
development aligns (e.g. Gately Fields to be the
home of football, Cooma Sportsground to be the
home of touch)
NA2 Rationalise Park Crescent Park
NA3 Rationalise Blanche Peadon Drive Park
Aquatic Centre
NA4 In 5-15 years, Council’s public swimming pools will
be at the end of their useful asset lives. In the next
3-5 years Council needs to investigate the feasibility
of replacing its public pools in Boggabri, Narrabri
(50m) and Wee Waa in consultation with the
community and with a clear picture of the probable
capital cost of replacement and ongoing operations
year-on-year.
NA5 Upgrade the Aquatic Centre as per the Public
Swimming Pools Structural Investigation (life
extension prioritisation strategy). Key projects
include:
»» Undertake concrete testing of pool structure
and balance tanks
»» Undertake intrusive CCTV inspection of the
inground pipework
»» Undertake pool leak testing
»» Pool leakage infrastructure upgrades
NA6 Establish an off-leash dog park at the rear of the
Narrabri Aquatic Centre
Cameron Park
NA7 Once the creek-side walking loop is established (and
runs through Cameron Park), use timber bollards (or
timber rail fencing) to allocate appropriate vehicle
areas
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Collins Park, Hogan Oval and Leitch Oval precinct
NA8 Establish a feature play node between the visitor
information centre and Crossing Theatre.
»» Remove the Panton Cottage, remove the
playground at Collins Park and remove the
existing skate facility
»» Construct a quality play node
»» Construct a wheeled recreation device facility
(skate park)
»» Develop an adjoining picnic node
»» Construct a bmx dirt track
NA9 Develop competition standard lighting at Hogan
Oval. Develop tender documents to determine cost
differences between basic cricket lighting levels and
larger ball sports standards
NA10 Develop training standard lighting at Leitch Oval
NA11 Extend the amenities building between Hogan and
Leitch Ovals into the (former) skate park footprint.
Include a simple canteen, changerooms, social area,
storage and viewing areas across the two ovals
NA12 Develop a storage facility and first aid facility near to
the changerooms/amenities building at Collins Park
NA13 Investigate opportunities to develop simple
changerooms within the Collins Park grandstand
Cooma Sportsground
NA14 Develop playing field lights to competition standard
across three full-size rectangular fields (up to six
touch fields)
NA15 Replace the irrigation system
NA16 Construct additional shade shelters in key gathering
locations
Dangar Park
NA17 Continue to upgrade tennis court fencing as it
approaches the end of its useful life
NA18 Upgrade the amenities and changeroom facility
shared by netball, basketball and rugby
NA19 Establish a gravel surface across the existing grass
car park (on the eastern side of the rugby facility)
NA20 Organise a meeting between relevant Council
staff and Narrabri Tennis Club’s management
committee and head coach to discuss current
membership, current tenure, timing of asset
renewal/replacement, cost sharing of upgrades to
determine if proposed upgrades are warranted and
the expected level of support from Council

Narrabri Shire Council

Gately Fields
NA21 Establish a quality home for football by lighting the
fields to competition standard and undertaking
clubhouse upgrades
Indoor sports facility
NA22 Investigate opportunities to jointly develop a
1-court indoor sports facility (with suitable run-offs
and storage options) at the Narrabri High School.
Establish a memorandum of understanding that
ensures suitable community access
Narrabri Creek
NA23 Develop a feature walk/cycle loop either side of
the creek between the Violet Street Bridge and a
new pedestrian bridge to be developed near to the
Crossing Theatre
NA24 Activate Narrabri Creek and the Namoi River by
establishing non-motorised boat launching sites and
simple free camping sites
Narrabri Lake precinct
NA25 Establish a feature recreation node at Narrabri Lake
(as identified in the master plan)
»» Construct a quality play node
»» Construct a wheeled recreation device facility
(skate park)
»» Construct a bike activity track (learn-to-ride)
»» Develop additional picnic facilities
»» Undertake necessary path repairs
NA26 »» Establish a small dog off-leash park at Narrabri
Lake
Newtown Park
NA27 Work with the North West Speedway Club and
Narrabri Dirt Bike Club to establish the feasibility of
developing a new joint-use amenities, changeroom
and canteen facility

Sport, Recreation and Open Space Plan

46

Future open space in Narrabri
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Wee Waa
Located 42km off the Newell Highway, west of Narrabri, Wee Waa is
known as the ‘cotton capital of Australia and is the oldest town in the
Namoi Valley. With a population of 2,080 (as at the 2016 Census) Wee
Waa is the Shire’s second largest township.
Overall, the Wee Waa community is relatively young, with a median age
of 38, 2 years younger than the Shire’s median age of 40. Compared
to the Shire (at 58.5%), Wee Waa has a higher proportion of families
with children (61.8%), this is further supported by the presence of
three primary schools and one high school.

Wee Waa

Similar to the Shire population trend, Wee Waa’s population is ageing,
with limited growth predicted. The future planning of open space and
recreation in the town will need to cater for both the youth and elderly,
two different niches. The youth will require access to higher impact
activities such as organised sports, interesting play elements that
cater for a variety of ages and hang out spaces. The older population
will prefer low impact activities such as walking and supporting
infrastructure (bench seating, shade and formalised walking paths).
Wee Waa offers a variety of recreation and sporting opportunities for
residents and visitors. There are two sporting ovals, playgrounds, skate
park, swimming pool, showgrounds, golf course and an indoor multipurpose court facility. The Namoi River and Wee Waa Lagoon border
the town to the south and west and are popular picnic destinations for
residents.

Snapshot
Current population (2016)
0 - 14 years
15 - 24 years
25 - 34 years
35 - 44 years
45 - 54 years
55 - 64 years
65 years and over
Median age (2016)
Households with children
Unoccupied private dwellings
Do not have a motor vehicle
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2,080
23.3%
10.4%

Recently upgraded, the main street of Wee Waa is pedestrian friendly
and features many historic sites and points of interest. Other walking
tracks provide links around the town and to key open spaces.

12.2%
11.3%
13.8%
12.2%
16.8%
38
61.8%
13.3%
8.0%

Narrabri Shire Council

Open space in Wee Waa
Current supply

There is currently 88.67ha of open space in Wee Waa. Recreation and sports parks account for just under a fifth (18.04%) of
the total network. Specialised sports make up the majority of the remaining open space land area.
Type of open space
»»
»»
»»

»»
»»
»»
ID

Recreation parks
−− local recreation park
−− town recreation park
Sports park
−− local sports park
−− town sports park
Specialised sport
−− tennis
−− aquatic
−− indoor
−− showgrounds
−− private
Community facilities
Undeveloped open space
Utility open space

ha
2.70
2.27
0.42
13.30
1.69
11.61
66.56
0.54
0.33
0.17
33.93
31.58
0.14
5.65
0.32

Reserve name

% of current
network
3.05%
2.56%
0.47%
15.00%
1.91%
13.10%
75.08%
0.61%
0.37%
0.19%
38.27%
35.62%
0.16%
6.37%
0.36%
Current classification

Recreation parks
RT1

Dangar Park

Town

RL1

Ludowici Park

Local

RL2

Rotary Park

Local

Sports parks
ST1

Cook Oval

Town

SL1

Dangar Park

Local

Specialised sports parks
SP1

Wee Waa Golf Club

Private

SI1

Wee Waa Indoor Sporting Complex

Indoor

SA1

Memorial Swimming Pool

Aquatic

SS1

Wee Waa Showground

Showgrounds

ST1

Wee Waa Tennis Courts

Tennis

Community facilities
CF1

Wee Waa Neighbourhood Centre

Community facility

CF2

Wee Waa Library

Community facility

Other open space
UT1

James Hibbens Avenue Reserve

Utility

NA1

Wee Waa Lagoon

Natural areas

Sport, Recreation and Open Space Plan
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Current open space in Wee Waa
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Access to experiences
The open space network in Wee Waa offers a number of experiences and activities for residents and visitors. Creating
supportive environments for these opportunities is also an important ingredient to facilitating increased use and value of the
open space network.
The following experiences are provided in Wee Waa and surrounding areas.
Activity/
Experience
Water-based
recreation

Access to nature

Supporting embellishments/facilities
Boat ramps

l

Jetties
Natural swimming holes

l

Aquatic facility

l

Undeveloped green space

l

Waterways

l

Natural areas

l

Escape, break-out Lookout
and recreation
Shaded seating areas
areas
Formal/structured gardens

l

Library

l

Public toilets

l

Signage

l

Comfort/safety

Activity/
Experience
Picnics

Indoor recreation/ Community building
community
Indoor sports hall
meetings
Indoor community space

l

Outdoor
recreation

Bushwalking

l

Mountain biking

l

l
l

Fishing facilities
Camping

l

Wheelchair friendly activities

Playgrounds

Supporting embellishments/facilities
Covered gazebos to cater for
large groups
Table, seats and shade

l

BBQ facilities (gas)

l

Toddler

l

Young children

l

Youth
Sport

Activities

Fields/ovals/courts (Council)

l

School fields/ovals/courts (for
public use)
Horse friendly facilities

l

Private

l

Skate park

l

BMX track
Outdoor fitness equipment
Walking and
cycling

Footpaths

l

Shared paths/cycleways

l

Bicycle parking
Cultural/
Open space for markets
community events Amphitheatre/gazebo/stage

l

Open space for events

Sport, Recreation and Open Space Plan
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Use and values
Overall, open space and recreation is rated as a high
priority for Wee Waa residents (that completed the survey).
Approximately 94% indicated this should be a high to very
high priority for Council, while 88% noted that it was a high
priority for themselves and their family.
Just over 80% of Wee Waa respondents visited the open
spaces in the area at least once a week. The most popular
open spaces to visit were:
1. Yarrie Lake and the local swimming pool 53%
2. private property and rivers/creeks
47%
3. local footpaths and at home
35%
4. local roads for walking and cycling
29%
5. park				
24%
The top five activities that respondents participated in while
visiting the open space include:
1. swimming (recreation not club)
56%
2. walking 				
50%
3. playing in the park and fishing
44%
4. gardening 			
39%
5. horse riding				
28%.
Just over half of the respondents indicated that they
participated in organised sporting competitions within the
Shire.
Consistent with the most popular activities and open space to
visit, the residents valued the following attributes of the open
space network:
»» they are close to my home
»» they appeal to the whole family
»» then encourage social interaction with the community
»» they allow me to spend quality time with my family
»» they provide me with a place to exercise
»» the interaction with the natural environment
»» the natural setting.
Respondents were asked what their favourite open space/
park within the Shire was and why. Ludowici Park and Yarrie
Lake were popular places. Many liked the variety of play
equipment in Ludowici Park, while others preferred the
natural environment and recreation activities provided at
Yarrie Lake.

Residents were asked to rate the quality of open space and
recreation opportunities across the Shire.

Aquatic facilities
Sports parks
Equestrian facilities
Playgrounds
Skate parks
Natural bushland
Places to relax and
socialise
Community hall /
centre
Activities for youth
Activities for seniors
Low cost/free
activities

50%
22%
11%
44%
33%
17%
28%

great
quality
22%
50%
17%
11%
11%
50%
33%

50%

22%

11%

67%
33%
61%

0%
22%
17%

11%
11%
6%

When residents were asked their opinion on what the top
three open space priorities should be for Council over the next
ten years, an indoor sport and recreation facility upgrade was
identified. Other priorities include:
»» new/upgraded playgrounds
»» provision of places/facilities for young people
»» more community events in public parks
Respondents also noted the following open spaces in Wee
Waa that they would upgrade:
»» Wee Waa Indoor Sporting Complex
»» Memorial Swimming Pool
»» Ludowici Park.

Despite 80% of respondents visiting the open space network
at least weekly, some experienced a number of barriers to
using the open space. The most common barriers were:
»» they are poorly maintained and/or unclean 39%
»» there is a lack of variety/boring
39%
»» there is no shade			
33%.
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poor
quality
22%
28%
22%
44%
33%
22%
33%

Narrabri Shire Council

Analysis of open space

Land for recreation open space

Access to experiences

Overall, Wee Waa residents are well supplied with land for
recreation open space. However, the quality and variety of
embellishments within these parks is a growing concern
among residents and users. Consistent with the results from
the community survey, school visits also highlighted that the
existing recreation parks did not meet their recreation needs.
The skate park is located too far outside of town and lacks
shade, while Ludowici Park’s play equipment is only suitable
for toddlers and young children.

As previously mentioned, Wee Waa is lacking a variety of play
experiences. New/upgraded playground and increasing the
provision of places/facilities for young people were identified
as the top two priorities respondents would focus on if they
were in charge of Council’s open space network planning. The
upgrade of Dangar Park as the older youth park and Ludowici
Park as the toddler and younger youth park will ensure that
a variety of play experiences are provided and are ageappropriate for the desired users.

The creation of two recreation hubs in Wee Waa would provide
separate spaces for the older and younger youth. Dangar
Park has the opportunity to be developed as a space to cater
for teenagers with the addition of a half basketball court,
wheeled recreation device facility and hang-out areas. While
Ludowici Park would continue to cater for Wee Waa’s toddlers
and young children.

Wee Waa is currently lacking a space to hold community
events. Upgrades to Dangar Park should include a facility that
supports community events, such as a powered gazebo or
large shelter.

There are a number of natural assets around Wee Waa
that could be enhanced to provide informal recreation
opportunities for residents. Simple developments such as
recreation paths connecting them to town, picnic facilities and
bench seats would activate many of these spaces.
Rotary Park, at the eastern entrance of town, is under
utilised. Future upgrades to Dangar and Ludowici Park would
further highlight a lack of need for this park. As a result,
rationalisation is proposed.

Land for sporting facilities

Swimming was identified as the most popular activity in Wee
Waa. The Wee Waa Memorial Pool is a popular destination
during the warmer months. Upgrading the heating system has
the potential to increase use/visitation into the cooler months
(although it is recognised that the facility also has additional
structural upgrades required in the more immediate future).
Access to natural waterways is important to Wee Waa
residents. Fishing was identified as a popular activity to
participate in (44% of respondents). In addition to providing
access to the waterways, infrastructure to support swimming,
fishing and walking also needs to be developed. Infrastructure
such as bench seats along the walkway, picnic tables and
barbecue facilities to support and encourage longer stays are
important.

From a standards perspective, Wee Waa is well supplied
with land for sporting facilities. Despite the Indoor Sporting
Complex and Cook Oval not being used (or managed) to their
full potential, they are both valued community assets within
the open space network.
Cook Oval is Wee Waa’s main sporting facility. Despite the
new clubhouse, the facility appears run down and suffering
from previous ad-hoc planning. It is recommended that a
Master Plan be developed for the facility to provide strategic
direction and guide future developments.
Specialised sporting activities are popular in Wee Waa,
particularly equine sports. Residents are proud of the
Showgrounds and the facilities and services it provides.

Sport, Recreation and Open Space Plan
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Wee Waa priority actions
Cook Oval
WW1
Prepare a master plan to guide future
development at Cook Oval
Dangar Park
WW2
Prepare a concept plan to guide future
development at Dangar Park
Develop as the key play park for older youth and
the town community ‘common’
WW3
Develop an Art-in-the-Park project
WW4
Develop an upgraded play node
WW5
Relocate the cricket field toward the north-west
end of the Park
WW6
Construct a wheeled recreation device facility
(skate park)
WW7
Construct a basketball half court facility and
rebound wall
WW8
Construct a new amenities building
WW9
Construct a large shelter between the cricket field
and newly activated common area
Indoor sports facility
WW10
Council has previously investigated the feasibility
of taking over the management of the indoor
sports facility. It is the direction of this Plan that
the current status is retained (e.g. the facility
continues to be managed by the community)
Ludowici Park
WW11
Continue to develop Ludowici Park as the key play
park for younger children
»» Install a shelter and picnic facilities
»» Create a new entry to the Park nearer to the
playground
»» Upgrade the irrigation system
Memorial Swimming Pool
WW12
Upgrade the Wee Waa Memorial Pool as per the
Public Swimming Pools Structural Investigation
(life extension prioritisation strategy). Key projects
include:
»» Replace the water filtration system
»» Address WH&S and code compliance items
»» Paint filters and outdoor PVC pipework,
service air valves
»» Replace the epoxy pool finish and pool
sealants
WW13
Replace two shade covers

55

Namoi River
WW14
Liaise with the Department of Transport
(Roads and Maritime Services) to investigate
opportunities to upgrade the boat ramp at Yellow
Bank and the associated access road
Rotary Park
WW15
Rationalise Rotary Park (if disposal is not a
preferred outcome, remove the assets at the end
of their useful life and plant-out the Park)
Skate Park
WW16
Remove the skate park
WW17
Construct a wheeled recreation device facility
(skate park) at Dangar Park
Wee Waa Lagoon
WW18
Develop a walk/cycle connection with the town
centre and the Lagoon (from Alma Street)
WW19
Construct a simple picnic facilities node along the
edge of the Lagoon
WW20
Establish a floating pontoon to allow for fishing
and non-motorised boat access (and tie-up)
Yarrie Lake
WW21
Promote Yarrie Lake as a key natural area offering
recreation opportunities

Narrabri Shire Council

Future open space in Wee Waa
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Boggabri
Located half way between Narrabri and Gunnedah, Boggabri is the
Shire’s third largest town, with an estimated population of 1,130
people, as of the 2016 Census. However, the town’s population
fluctuates due to the fly-in fly-out (and drive-in drive-out) staff rotations
of the surrounding coal mines. Despite a median age (41 years) higher
than the Shire (40 years) average, the town is family friendly and
boasts one of the better recreation parks in the Shire.
Known for its ‘little town with a big heart’ catch phrase, Boggabri has
a vibrant and active community. The town’s nine-hole golf course,
sporting oval, tennis courts, showgrounds, swimming pool, skate
facility and three recreation parks offer a range of formal and informal
opportunities for residents and visitors.
The Boggabri Showground hosts the annual Drovers’ Campfire,
attracting approximately 1,200 people to the town over five nights.

Boggabri

The town is surrounded by natural assets, such as Gin’s Leap, Pilliga
Scrub and Dripping Rocks, which offer bushwalking, picnicking and
other outdoor recreation activities.
Due to the nature and spirit of the Boggabri community, there is
opportunity to further activate the town via community events and/
or markets. Similar events in the past have been well-received by the
community.

Snapshot
Current population (2016)
0 - 14 years
15 - 24 years
25 - 34 years
35 - 44 years
45 - 54 years
55 - 64 years
65 years and over
Median age (2016)
Households with children
Unoccupied private dwellings
Do not have a motor vehicle
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1,130
18.4%
13.3%

An ageing community, residents will be seeking low impact recreation
activities and complimentary infrastructure. However, future planning,
particularly sporting infrastructure, needs to consider the town’s
proximity to Narrabri and Gunnedah where people are currently
travelling to to participate in organised sport.

7.8%
13.3%
14.1%
11.0%
21.7%
41
58.0%
21.3%
3.6%

Narrabri Shire Council

Open space in Boggabri
Current supply

There is currently 125.75ha of open space in Boggabri, 146ha if the analysis includes Gins Leap Picnic Area (located just
outside the Boggabri township). Recreation and sports parks account for less than a tenth of Boggarbri’s total network, while
specialised sports and undeveloped open space make up most of the remaining open space land area.
Type of open space
»»
»»
»»

»»

Recreation parks
−− local recreation park
−− town recreation park
Sports park
−− local sports park
−− town sports park
Specialised sport
−− tennis
−− aquatic
−− showgrounds
−− private
Undeveloped open space

ID

ha
0.83
0.31
0.52
10.01
0
10.01
84.81
0.33
0.40
47.89
36.19
30.10

Reserve name

% of current
network
0.66%
0.25%
0.41%
8.0%
0%
8.0%
67.44%
0.26%
0.32%
38.08%
28.78%
23.94%
Current classification

Recreation parks
RT1

Kelvin Vickery Park

Town

RL1

ANZAC Park

Local

RL2

Middle Park

Local

Sports parks
ST1

Jubilee Park

Town

Specialised sports parks
SA1

Boggabri Memorial Swimming Pool

Aquatic

ST1

Boggabri Tennis Courts

Tennis

SP1

Boggabri Golf Club

Private

SS1

Boggabri Showgrounds

Showgrounds

Community facilities
CF1

Boggabri Library

Community facility

Other open space
UN1

David Grover Park

Undeveloped

UN2

Jubilee Park (undeveloped portion)

Undeveloped

Sport, Recreation and Open Space Plan
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Current and future open space in Boggabri
Legend
Recreation parks

Specialised sport
Showgrounds
Aquatic

Hull Stre

Town sports park

ighway

Sports parks

Kamilaro
iH

Town recreation park

et

Burton S
treet

Local recreation park

Brent Str

eet

Tennis
Private
Other open space
Camping
Undeveloped

i
ro

ila

m
Ka
gh
Hi
y
wa

59

Narrabri Shire Council

Access to experiences
The open space network in Boggabri offers a number of experiences and activities for residents and visitors. Creating
supportive environments for these opportunities is also an important ingredient to facilitating increased use and value of the
open space network.
The following experiences are provided in Boggabri and surrounding areas.
Activity/
Experience
Water-based
recreation

Access to nature

Supporting embellishments/facilities
Boat ramps
Jetties
Natural swimming holes

l

Aquatic facility

l

Undeveloped green space

l

Waterways

l

Natural areas

l

Escape, break-out Lookout
and recreation
Shaded seating areas
areas
Formal/structured gardens

l

Library

l

Public toilets

l

Signage

l

Comfort/safety

Indoor recreation/ Community building
community
Indoor sports hall
meetings
Indoor community space
Outdoor
recreation

Activity/
Experience
Picnics

l

BBQ facilities (gas)

l

Toddler

l

Young children

l

Youth
Sport

Activities

Fields/ovals/courts (Council)

l

School fields/ovals/courts (for
public use)
Horse friendly facilities

l

Private

l

Skate park

l

BMX track
Walking and
cycling

l

Mountain biking

l

Fishing facilities
l

Wheelchair friendly activities

Covered gazebos to cater for
large groups
Table, seats and shade

Outdoor fitness equipment

Bushwalking

Camping

Playgrounds

Supporting embellishments/facilities

Footpaths

l

Shared paths/cycleways

l

Bicycle parking
Cultural/
Open space for markets
community events Amphitheatre/gazebo/stage

l

Open space for events

Sport, Recreation and Open Space Plan
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Use and values
A community survey was distributed around Boggabri (and the
entire Narrabri Shire). Unfortunately, the number of completed
surveys from Boggabri residents was limited (only three
returns), so they have not been used as the sole guide in this
section. Comments from the community meeting and school
visits have been incorporated with the feedback received
through the surveys.
Overall, Boggabri’s residents are physically active. Walking
was observed to be the most popular activity among all age
groups, especially senior residents. An informal recreation
walk was proposed by the Boggabri PAMP. At the time of
developing this Plan, formal walking paths have not been
constructed, however, bench seats have been placed at key
rest spots along the route.
Participation in organised sport, especially at Jubilee Park,
is relatively high in Boggabri. The men’s and women’s rugby
league competition is strong, however, the club lacks a junior
competition. Discussions with school children identified that
the majority of those that played some form of organised
sport, did so in Gunnedah. Many travelled to Gunnedah for
the indoor basketball competition conducted there.
The lack of an indoor sports facility and community hall/
meeting space in Boggabri, is the driving force behind the
community’s bid to Council to develop an indoor multipurpose facility that will act as a meeting space and indoor
sports facility.
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Vickery Park is well used by the community, especially due
to its location adjacent to the school. This ‘hub’ of play
experiences creates an environment where children and youth
of all ages can play at the same time.
The community is investigating ways to use Middle and ANZAC
Parks to promote and entice travellers to stop in Boggabri.
Activating the space via commercial means (mobile coffee
van, live music on Sunday, markets, etc) may also attract
locals to these parks.
Residents noted the beauty of the surrounding natural area
and the many outdoor recreation opportunities they offered.
Site audits highlighted the lack of wayfinding signage to these
attractions and in and around Boggabri itself.
The Boggabri Memorial Swimming Pool is a valued local
asset, especially during the summer months. Many children
from Maules Creek also travel to Boggabri’s swimming club,
instead of travelling into Narrabri. Residents did note however,
that opening times are inconsistent and that Council often
misses the opportunity to take advantage of summer public
holidays by closing and/or reducing operating hours.
The town’s catch phrase ‘ the little town with a big heart’
is a true representation of this progressive and positive
community.

Narrabri Shire Council

Analysis of open space

Land for recreation open space
Boggabri is well supplied for land for recreation purposes. Additionally, each of the recreation parks are well-embellished and
attract regular use. Indeed, Vickery Park could be used as a template for a well-designed and embellished town ‘feature’ park.
What does appear to be a key consideration for recreation in Boggabri is the lack of signage that directs and promotes the
quality existing experiences.

Land for sporting facilities
With access to a quality oval at Jubilee Park (and room for expansion if demand ever required it), three quality tennis courts
and a swimming pool, residents have access to a range of outdoor sporting opportunities. While Council acknowledges the
works required at the pool (to ensure it remains fit-for-purpose) only minor upgrades and ongoing maintenance are proposed
for Jubilee Park and the tennis facility.
There are no indoor sports facilities within town, and a number of youth currently travel to Gunnedah for competition.

Community facilities
As previously noted, there are currently no indoor sport and indoor community activity spaces within Boggabri. The community
have been investigating opportunities to develop a suitable multi-purpose facility for a number of years. While it would be
remiss for this Plan to recommend Council developing an indoor facility for a town of slightly more than 1,000, there is certainly
benefit in communities having access to indoor multi-purpose activity spaces. There may be scope to re-purpose an existing
facility or seek joint development (potentially with the Department of Education).

Priority actions

Town-wide
BG1
Investigate the feasibility (and sustainability)
of developing a Community Facility. Identify
appropriate uses/infrastructure to ensure the
facility could meet the short- to long-term needs of
the community
BG2
Install 10,000 Steps signage along the recreation
trail
BG3
Install directional signage throughout town to
highlight key points of interest (include promotion
of surrounding natural assets)
BG4
Liaise with the Department of Transport (Roads and
Maritime Services) regarding the need for tourist
information signs along the Kamilaroi Highway to
identify areas of key interest (e.g. Dripping Rock,
Pilliga Scrub and Gin’s Leap)
Golf club
BG5
Consider opportunities for Council to assist with
maintenance (e.g. infrequent fairway mowing)
Jubilee Oval
BG6
Upgrade the fencing around the oval perimeter
BG7
Upgrade the scoreboard
BG8
Upgrade the dump point to increase its usability

ANZAC Park
BG9
Activate the Park by allowing a mobile coffee van
with an informal lounge area to operate from the
Park (likely on Sunday mornings)
Memorial Swimming Pool
BG10 Upgrade the Boggabri Memorial Pool as per the
Public Swimming Pools Structural Investigation
(life extension prioritisation strategy). Key projects
include:
»» Replace the water filtration system
»» Address WH&S and code compliance items
»» Render and tile upgrades
»» Replace the epoxy pool finish and pool sealants
BG11 Consult with the local community when developing
the timetable for the season
Vickery Park
BG12 Construct a shade sail over the playground
BG13 Develop internal pathways to connect the Park
entrance with the amenity block and picnic
facilities (to ensure an all-access venue)
BG14 Upgrade one of the picnic tables to allow for all
abilities
BG15 Investigate reduction of tennis court numbers as
part of the proposed Precinct Plan for the Boggabri
Community Hub

Sport, Recreation and Open Space Plan
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Baan Baa
Baan Baa is a small village located between Narrabri and Boggabri.
With approximately 163 people living in the area, the village has a
declining population base. The primary school is no longer operational
with local children travelling to Narrabri or Boggabri for schooling.
The village’s pub is a popular meeting spot for locals.
A small number of sport and recreation facilities are located within
Baan Baa, however, the quality and condition of the facilities makes
them unusable:
»» Baan Baa Park has a simple range of play equipment in poor
condition
»» the tennis courts are in disused condition
»» Baan Baa Cricket Ground is overgrown and not used.
However, the Baan Baa Hall holds numerous community events and
functions throughout the year.

Baan Baa

Baan Baa’s priority actions

Snapshot
Current population (2016)
0 - 14 years
15 - 24 years
25 - 34 years
35 - 44 years
45 - 54 years
55 - 64 years
65 years and over
Median age (2016)
Households with children
Unoccupied private dwellings
Do not have a motor vehicle
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163
21.0%
8.4%

Baan Baa Park
BB1
Enter negotiations with the Baan Baa Hall Committee
and the Tennis Club with a view to installing a suitable
playground at the hall or tennis court at Council’s expense
Baan Baa Cricket Ground
BB2
Investigate options to outsource maintenance of the Baan
Baa Cricket Ground to a local organisation for specific
events

14.4%
7.8%
10.2%
22.2%
15.6%
45
39.5%
17.7%
4.8%
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Current open space in Baan Baa

Future open space in Baan Baa
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Local sports park
Tennis courts
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Bellata
Bellata is a village that is located between Narrabri and Moree with a
population of 350. The local primary school has 29 pupils.
Despite being a small village, Bellata offers the community a variety of
recreation experiences, including:
»» a local recreation park with a playground and half basketball court
»» informal sports field
»» tennis courts (not Council owned/managed)
»» Bellata Golf Club (private).
Discussions with the students and staff at the school highlight a
number of key issues and directions for consideration:
»» participation in organised sport is not high
»» children prefer to ride horses and trail bikes on private property
»» families travel north to Moree to visit the ‘rocket park’ as it is more
exciting than the parks in Narrabri
»» children use Bellata Park, but only the ‘front’ half (where the play
infrastructure is located)
»» opportunity to access a community bus for travel to facilities such
as pools, libraries, and feature recreation parks would be wellreceived.

Bellata

Bellata’s priority actions
Snapshot
Current population (2016)
0 - 14 years
15 - 24 years
25 - 34 years
35 - 44 years
45 - 54 years
55 - 64 years
65 years and over
Median age (2016)
Households with children
Unoccupied private dwellings
Do not have a motor vehicle
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350
24.2%
7.3%
12.1%
9.6%
10.1%
18.6%
16.9%
37
63.4%
10.4%
2.5%

Town wide
BE1
Liaise with Department of Education regional officers and
the local principal to ‘activate’ (outside school hours) the
opportunities available at the school for local residents
Bellata Park
BE2
Rationalise the northern section of the Park
Bellata Caravan park
BE3
Rationalise the former caravan park site
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Current open space in Bellata

Future open space in Bellata
Legend
Local recreation park

Bellata Caravan Park

Local sports park
Private sport
Undeveloped open space
Gurley Street

Gurley Street

Bellata Sportsground

Bellata Sportsground
Bellata Park

Bellata Park
North Street
Bellata Tennis Courts
and Hall

North Street
Bellata Tennis Courts
and Hall

Bellata Golf Club
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Edgeroi
Edgeroi is a small village located between Narrabri and Bellata. It has
a population of 109 and no school.
There are no Council-managed open spaces within the village. The
service station includes a rest stop with toilets, picnic tables (in poor
condition) and play equipment.
A Council information board has also been erected at the rest stop
giving the appearance that the facilities are Council-managed. As a
result, the Plan recommends that the private owner of the service
station (and rest stop) be encouraged to maintain the play and picnic
facilities to an appropriate standard for travellers.

Edgeroi

Edgeroi’s priority action
Recreation
ED1
Encourage the private owner of the rest stop to maintain
the play and picnic facilities to an appropriate standard.
(The site has potential for future redevelopment. If this
occurred, it is assumed that a modern facility would be
designed to attract passing travellers to stop and utilise
the facilities on offer.)

Snapshot
Current population (2016)
0 - 14 years
15 - 24 years
25 - 34 years
35 - 44 years
45 - 54 years
55 - 64 years
65 years and over
Median age (2016)
Households with children
Unoccupied private dwellings
Do not have a motor vehicle
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109
Data not
available

42
Data not
available
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Gwabegar
Gwabegar is a small village toward the far south-west corner of the
Council area. The village includes a public school (with seven pupils)
and a postal delivery office.
There are limited recreation options for residents and visitors:
»» Anzac Park provides a small range of play opportunities and a
picnic node
»» Gwabegar Community Hall provides an indoor space for recreation
and social activities and an outdoor basketball/netball court
»» Recreation Reserve (disused).
Discussions with the students and staff at the school highlight a
number of key issues and directions for consideration:
»» Anzac Park is the key recreation facility in town. The playground
is popular (although very hot in summer) and the open grass
space hosts kick-about games. The Park can become very dry and
suffers from large numbers of burrs at times
»» the most popular activity in town is riding bikes along the roads
»» the court space at the Hall is too hot throughout much of the year
and appears to be rarely used
»» the current staff are keen for increased community use of the
sport and recreation facilities available at the school
»» opportunity to access a community bus for travel to facilities such
as pools, libraries, and feature recreation parks would be wellreceived

Gwabegar

Snapshot
Current population (2016)
0 - 14 years
15 - 24 years
25 - 34 years
35 - 44 years
45 - 54 years
55 - 64 years
65 years and over
Median age (2016)
Households with children
Unoccupied private dwellings
Do not have a motor vehicle
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162
18.0%
16.2%
1.8%
11.4%
11.4%
15.6%
25.8%
46
66.6%
26.7%
6.0%

Gwabegar’s priority actions
Town wide
GW1
Liaise with Department of Education regional officers and
the local principal to ‘activate’ (outside school hours) the
opportunities available at the school for local residents
Anzac Park
GW2
Install shade over the play node
GW3
Replace the play elements
GW4
Upgrade the grass surface (consider irrigation) at the
southern end
GW5
Develop a simple dirt bmx track within the Park
Gwabegar Recreation Reserve
GW6
Rationalise the Recreation Reserve

Narrabri Shire Council

Current open space in Gwabegar Future open space in Gwabegar
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Maules Creek
Maules Creek is located 42km south-east of Narrabri, at the foothills of
Mount Kaputar National Park. Fairfax Public School is the heart of the
area, with twelve students attending the school.
There are no Council managed/owned recreation and sporting
facilities in Maules Creek. However, the tennis courts, recreation
grounds and community hall (not Council facilities) are well used by the
surrounding community.

Maules Creek

Discussions with the students and staff at the school highlight a
number of key issues and directions for consideration:
»» many of the students participate in organised sport and travel to
Narrabri, Boggabri or Gunnedah, depending on the sporting code
»» horse riding is a popular informal activity with many undertaking it
at home or on private property
»» the Maules Creek P&C run a social competition at the tennis
courts every Friday night
»» opportunity to access a community bus for travel to facilities such
as pools, libraries, and feature recreation parks would be wellreceived.

Maules Creek’s priority actions
Snapshot
Current population (2016)
0 - 14 years
15 - 24 years
25 - 34 years
35 - 44 years
45 - 54 years
55 - 64 years
65 years and over
Median age (2016)
Households with children
Unoccupied private dwellings
Do not have a motor vehicle

71

113
21.6%
6.9%
15.5%
8.6%
14.6%
18.1%
14.6%
42
53.8%
27.4%
0%

Town wide
MC1
Liaise with Department of Education regional officers and
the local principal to ‘activate’ (outside school hours) the
opportunities available at the school for local residents
Maules Creek Tennis Courts (not Council)
MC2
Work with the Maules Creek P&C to apply for funding to
upgrade the tennis courts, including:
»» a new net
»» new chairs for spectating
»» roller for the courts
»» 1 synthetic court

Narrabri Shire Council
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Pilliga
Pilliga is located on the far western side of the Council area. The small
village includes a public school (with twelve pupils), a small number of
shops and services. Additionally, on the entrance to town from the east
is the Pilliga Bore Baths and campground.

Pilliga

Snapshot
Current population (2016)
0 - 14 years
15 - 24 years
25 - 34 years
35 - 44 years
45 - 54 years
55 - 64 years
65 years and over
Median age (2016)
Households with children
Unoccupied private dwellings
Do not have a motor vehicle
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217
24.8%
10.4%
7.7%
12.2%
7.7%
19.0%
19.1%
41
73.8%
25.5%
4.1%

Like the other smaller villages in the Shire, there are limited recreation
options for residents and visitors:
»» Anzac Park provides a small range of uncovered and ageing play
opportunities and a picnic node
»» Pilliga Bore Baths
»» Commonwealth Transaction Centre (CTC) and recreation area
»» Community centre and bowls club (disused)
»» Wetlands Walk (2.7km in length).
Discussions with the students and staff at the school highlight a
number of key issues and directions for consideration:
»» Anzac Park is not a popular site for the youth and is rarely used
as a play destination. Without shade it is simply too hot for use.
Additionally, the play elements are not inviting
»» the recreation area at the CTC attracts use when there is a
meeting in the adjoining hall and when Kids Club is conducted in
the school holidays
»» the Bore Baths are popular during the cooler winter months
»» the youth enjoy riding trail bikes
»» the school has established a rectangular playing field that will
be made available for community use outside formal school
requirements.

Pilliga’s priority actions
Town wide
PI1
Liaise with Department of Education regional officers and
the local principal to ‘activate’ (outside school hours) the
opportunities available at the school for local residents
Anzac Park
PI2
Provide shade over the play node
PI3
Upgrade the play elements

Narrabri Shire Council

Current and future open space in Pilliga
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5. Action plan
The Sport, Recreation and Open Space Plan represents an opportunity for Council to maintain and build upon the diversity of
sporting facilities and recreation parks for locals and visitors.
Implementation of the recommendations outlined in this Plan will require strong leadership, appropriate resources from
Council and a commitment to making some difficult decisions.
The dominant theme that came through the range of engagement processes and analysis is a direction to maintain and
upgrade the existing network without necessarily focussing on building more facilities. There is limited population growth
across the Shire. As a result, population-related demand for additional facilities is very limited. In essence, the focus of the
Plan is to embrace the quality open space facilities that Council (and the community) has achieved - to further activate existing
open spaces through programming and tailored facility upgrades and embellishment.
One of Council’s key requests in the development of this Plan was the need to ensure it was realistic and achievable for the
community and Council. It was important to avoid developing a long list of unrealistic community and user group expectations.
While this Plan presents a key guiding vision for Council (and the community), the overlaying issue will be the capacity to
resource it. Exact individual project timing will be dependant on the availability of necessary funding (be it from local clubs,
Council, State or Federal Governments).
The recommendations of this study are detailed below and are grouped by planning area - Shire-wide first followed by each of
the localities within the Shire. This allows interested readers easy access to those actions most directly related to them.
Priorities are assigned for each action. A high recommendation should be undertaken as soon as resources allow while
medium (in the next 5 years) and low priorities (in the next 5-20 years) are not as urgent. The information provided is designed
as a flexible guide—changes in user priorities or earlier opportunities for funding may alter development.
Indicative costs are provided for the total project cost. It is important to note that these costs do not necessarily reflect
Council’s ﬁnancial burden - opportunities to develop partnerships and attract funding will be a key component in the successful
delivery of the Plan.
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Action Action
No.
SHIRE-WIDE
Operational matters
SW1
Investigate opportunities to establish a new position to oversee planning and
development of sport and recreation
SW2
Ensure that the Sport, Recreation and Open Space Plan (and the Pedestrian Access and
Mobility Plan) becomes the ‘work plan’ for the new officer
SW3
Re-position the ‘importance’ of sport and recreation as a key community service
obligation within Council. Ensure that recreation is ‘positioned’ as highly as formal sport
SW4
Recognise outdoor recreation as key community activities that require resourcing
SW5
SW6
SW7

SW8
SW9
SW10

SW11

SW12

SW13
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Promote widely the existing recreation and outdoor recreation opportunities to residents
and potential visitors
Ensure Council’s Community Directory is updated at least annually
Establish a range of master plans (or concept plans) for key sites:
»» Collins Park, Hogan Oval and Leitch Oval precinct (Narrabri)
»» Cook Oval (Wee Waa)
»» Dangar Park (Wee Waa) - concept plan only
»» Cameron Park (Narrabri)
Continue to implement the Walk and Cycle Strategy (and PAMP). Ensure appropriate
resourcing so that key actions can be undertaken
Undertake a signage strategy for each town including park naming signs, park
directional signage and walk/cycle opportunity signage
Conduct an information session for councillors, the executive team and senior officers
regarding modern play opportunities (consider undertaking site visits of modern play
nodes in nearby councils)

Priority Indicative
cost

High
High
High
High
High
High

internal
resources
internal
resources
internal
resources
internal
resources
internal
resources
internal
resources

High
High
High
High

25,000
18,000
8,000
10,000

High

not costed

Medium internal
resources
Medium internal
resources

Expand the role of the libraries as community centres and activity spaces. (Consider
after-school activities for children, activities for the unemployed, activities for those not
interested in traditional sport and parents caring for very young children/infants)
Identify locations and plan necessary infrastructure (fixed or portable) to support
community events across the Shire (e.g. outdoor wedding ceremony on creek bank,
family reunion picnic, family activity day, corporate Christmas party)

Medium internal
resources

Use the embellishment standards in this Plan as the background to prepare a style
guide for parks

Medium internal
resources

Narrabri Shire Council

Medium internal
resources

Action Action
No.
SHIRE-WIDE (cont.)
Policies
SW14
Existing - Community Grants Policy - ensure that members of the community facilities
team are involved in assessment of grant applications for projects within open space
areas
SW15
Existing - Public Space Tree Policy - expand the Policy to include comment regarding the
opportunities for species selection of shade trees above play and picnic nodes
SW16
Proposed - Community Event Policy – to guide and support community event organisers
and to be supplemented by a comprehensive Events Guide. Should also include those
events that Council will organise and how the community can participate (Australia Day,
Clean Up Australia Day, Tree Planting Day, Walk to School Day etc)
SW17
Proposed - Community Use of Council Land Policy – to guide individuals and groups
on issues such as: approval and building on Council land, donating structures/assets
to Council (Rotary, Lions etc.), sporting bodies, welfare organisations, churches,
commercial business (e.g. using an open space area for marketing or promotional
purposes)
SW18
Proposed - Lease and Licence of Council Land and Facilities Policy – to guide formal
tenure of Council land and facilities with regard to treatment of different groups (e.g.
service clubs, sporting groups, welfare organisations, churches, commercial operators).
To avoid negotiation on a case-by-case basis. To provide clear direction on issues such
as sub-letting. To provide an approved fees and charges schedule related to tenure
SW19
Proposed - Public Art in Open Space – to activate parks and open spaces via murals,
light projections on water towers/buildings, sculptures (including those that can be
incorporated in play nodes as recreation elements)
Community, partnerships and activation
SW20
Promote the sports facility levels of service standards widely amongst the community

Priority Indicative
cost

SW21

Liaise with Department of Education regional officers and local principals to ‘activate’
(outside school hours) the sport and play opportunities available at schools in smaller
towns for local residents

High

SW22

Continue to activate the open spaces throughout the Shire by hosting (and facilitating)
Medium internal
community events
resources
Educate sport and recreation organisations regarding the range of available funding
Medium internal
opportunities and Council’s role in facilitation of quality grant submissions
resources
Seek opportunities to host non-traditional sporting events and carnivals (e.g. polocrosse) Medium internal
resources
Investigate the feasibility of purchasing a community bus that could transport youths
Medium internal
(school children) and others from outer lying towns to larger towns to access facilities
resources to
such as pools, formal sporting opportunities, quality play nodes and libraries
investigate
Investigate opportunities to negotiate additional community access and programming
Medium internal
at community halls and centres (particularly where it encourages socialisation for older
resources to
residents)
investigate
Create a one-two page fact sheet for entrepreneurial people stepping out the process
Medium interal
to apply for Council approval to operate a pop-up cafe, coffee spot, bar at Council public
resources
places, and include reference to other approval agencies e.g. liquor licensing.

SW23
SW24
SW25

SW26

SW27
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High

internal
resources

Medium internal
resources
Medium internal
resources

Medium internal
resources

Medium internal
resources

Medium internal
resources

High

internal
resources
internal
resources
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Action Action
Priority Indicative
No.
cost
NARRABRI
Town-wide
NA1
Set the long-term locations for each sport within town and ensure all future planning and High
internal
development aligns (e.g. Gately Fields to be the home of football, Cooma Sportsground
resources
to be the home of touch)
NA2
Rationalise Park Crescent Park
High
internal
resources
NA3
Rationalise Blanche Peadon Drive Park
Medium internal
resources
Aquatic Centre
NA4
In 5-15 years, Council’s public swimming pools will be at the end of their useful asset
Medium 50,000
lives. In the next 3-5 years Council needs to investigate the Feasibility of replacing
its public pools in Boggabri, Narrabri (50m) and Wee Waa in consultation with the
community and with a clear picture of the probable capital cost of replacement and
ongoing operations year-on-year.
NA5
Upgrade the Aquatic Centre as per the Public Swimming Pools Structural Investigation
(life extension prioritisation strategy). Key projects include:
High
20,000
»» Undertake concrete testing of pool structure and balance tanks
High
5,000
»» Undertake intrusive CCTV inspection of the inground pipework
High
20,000
»» Undertake pool leak testing
Medium
500,000
»» Pool leakage infrastructure upgrades
NA6
Establish an off-leash dog park at the rear of the Narrabri Aquatic Centre
Medium 30,000
Cameron Park
NA7
Once the creek-side walking loop is established (and runs through Cameron Park), use
Medium will depend
timber bollards (or timber rail fencing) to allocate appropriate vehicle areas
on total area
Collins Park, Hogan Oval and Leitch Oval precinct
NA8
Establish a feature play node between the visitor information centre and Crossing
Theatre.
25,000
»» Remove the Panton Cottage, remove the playground at Collins Park and remove the High
existing skate facility
High
230,000
»» Construct a quality play node
High
250,000
»» Construct a wheeled recreation device facility (skate park)
High
75,000
»» Develop an adjoining picnic node
Medium
20,000
»» Construct a bmx dirt track
NA9

NA10
NA11

NA12
NA13
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Develop competition standard lighting at Hogan Oval. Develop tender documents to
determine cost differences between basic cricket lighting levels and larger ball sports
standards
Develop training standard lighting at Leitch Oval
Extend the amenities building between Hogan and Leitch Ovals into the (former) skate
park footprint. Include a simple canteen, changerooms, social area, storage and viewing
areas across the two ovals
Develop a storage facility and first aid facility near to the changerooms/amenities
building at Collins Park
Investigate opportunities to develop simple changerooms within the Collins Park
grandstand
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High

180,000

Medium 100,000
Medium 350,000

Medium 100,000
Low

internal
resources

Action Action
No.
NARRABRI (cont.)
Cooma Sportsground
NA14
Develop playing field lights to competition standard across three full-size rectangular
fields (up to six touch fields)
NA15
Replace the irrigation system
NA16
Construct additional shade shelters in key gathering locations
Dangar Park
NA17
Continue to upgrade tennis court fencing as it approaches the end of its useful life

NA18
NA19

Upgrade the amenities and changeroom facility shared by netball, basketball and rugby
Establish a gravel surface across the existing grass car park (on the eastern side of the
rugby facility)
NA20
Organise a meeting between relevant Council staff and Narrabri Tennis Club’s
management committee and head coach to discuss current membership, current
tenure, timing of asset renewal/replacement, cost sharing of upgrades to determine if
proposed upgrades are warranted and the expected level of support from Council
Gately Fields
NA21
Establish a quality home for football by lighting the fields to competition standard and
undertaking clubhouse upgrades
Indoor sports facility
NA22
Investigate opportunities to jointly develop a 1-court indoor sports facility (with suitable
run-offs and storage options) at the Narrabri High School. Establish a memorandum of
understanding that ensures suitable community access

Priority Indicative
cost

High

300,000

High
80,000
Medium 80,000
Medium 18,000
(per bank of
two courts)
Medium 125,000
Low
35,000
Medium internal
resources

High

280,000

Medium internal
resources to
investigate

Narrabri Creek
NA23
Develop a feature walk/cycle loop either side of the creek between the Violet Street
Bridge and a new pedestrian bridge to be developed near to the Crossing Theatre
NA24
Activate Narrabri Creek and the Namoi River by establishing non-motorised boat
launching sites and simple free camping sites
Narrabri Lake precinct
NA25
Establish a feature recreation node at Narrabri Lake (as identified in the master plan)
»» Construct a quality play node
»» Construct a wheeled recreation device facility (skate park)
»» Construct a bike activity track (learn-to-ride)
»» Develop additional picnic facilities
»» Undertake necessary path repairs

High
High
High
High
High

NA26

Medium 20,000

»»

Establish a small dog off-leash park at Narrabri Lake

Newtown Park
NA27
Work with the North West Speedway Club and Narrabri Dirt Bike Club to establish the
feasibility of developing a new joint-use amenities, changeroom and canteen facility
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not costed

Medium 120,000

170,000
235,000
65,000
75,000
100,000

Medium internal
resources
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Action Action
No.
WEE WAA
Cook Oval
WW1
Prepare a master plan to guide future development at Cook Oval
Dangar Park
WW2
Prepare a concept plan to guide future development at Dangar Park
Develop as the key play park for older youth and the town community ‘common’
WW3
Develop an Art-in-the-Park project
WW4
Develop an upgraded play node
WW5
Relocate the cricket field toward the north-west end of the Park
WW6
Construct a wheeled recreation device facility (skate park)
WW7
Construct a basketball half court facility and rebound wall
WW8
Construct a new amenities building
WW9
Construct a large shelter between the cricket field and newly activated common area
Indoor sports facility
WW10
Council has previously investigated the feasibility of taking over the management of the
indoor sports facility. It is the direction of this Plan that the current status is retained
(e.g. the facility continues to be managed by the community)
Ludowici Park
WW11
Continue to develop Ludowici Park as the key play park for younger children
»» Install a shelter and picnic facilities
»» Create a new entry to the Park nearer to the playground
»» Upgrade the irrigation system
Memorial Swimming Pool
WW12
Upgrade the Wee Waa Memorial Pool as per the Public Swimming Pools Structural
Investigation (life extension prioritisation strategy). Key projects include:
»» Replace the water filtration system
»» Address WH&S and code compliance items
»» Paint filters and outdoor PVC pipework, service air valves
»» Replace the epoxy pool finish and pool sealants
WW13
Replace two shade covers
Namoi River
WW14
Liaise with the Department of Transport (Roads and Maritime Services) to investigate
opportunities to upgrade the boat ramp at Yellow Bank and the associated access road
Rotary Park
WW15
Rationalise Rotary Park (if disposal is not a preferred outcome, remove the assets at the
end of their useful life and plant-out the Park)
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Priority Indicative
cost

Medium 18,000
High

8,000

High
High
High
Medium
Medium
Medium
Medium

not costed
80,000
15,000
250,000
50,000
120,000
80,000

Medium no cost

High
High
High

75,000
15,000
15,000

High
High
Medium
Medium

157,000
35,000
25,000
180,000

High

30,000

Medium no cost

Low

not costed

Action Action
No.
WEE WAA (cont.)
Skate Park
WW16
Remove the skate park
WW17
Construct a wheeled recreation device facility (skate park) at Dangar Park
Wee Waa Lagoon
WW18
Develop a walk/cycle connection with the town centre and the Lagoon (from Alma Street)
WW19
Construct a simple picnic facilities node along the edge of the Lagoon
WW20
Establish a floating pontoon to allow for fishing and non-motorised boat access (and tieup)
Yarrie Lake
WW21
Promote Yarrie Lake as a key natural area offering recreation opportunities
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Priority Indicative
cost

High
High

3,000
250,000

Medium 25,000
Medium 80,000
Medium not costed

Medium internal
resources
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Action Action
No.
BOGGABRI
Town-wide
BG1
Investigate the feasibility (and sustainability) of developing a Community Facility. Identify
appropriate uses/infrastructure to ensure the facility could meet the short- to long-term
needs of the community
BG2
Install 10,000 Steps signage along the recreation trail
BG3
Install directional signage throughout town to highlight key points of interest (include
promotion of surrounding natural assets)
BG4
Liaise with the Department of Transport (Roads and Maritime Services) regarding the
need for tourist information signs along the Kamilaroi Highway to identify areas of key
interest (e.g. Dripping Rock, Pilliga Scrub and Gin’s Leap)
Golf club
BG5
Consider opportunities for Council to assist with maintenance (e.g. infrequent fairway
mowing)
Jubilee Oval
BG6
Upgrade the fencing around the perimeter of the oval
BG7
Upgrade the scoreboard
BG8
Upgrade the dump point to increase its usability
ANZAC Park
BG9
Activate the Park by allowing a mobile coffee van with an informal lounge area to operate
from the Park (likely on Sunday mornings)
Memorial Swimming Pool
BG10
Upgrade the Boggabri Memorial Pool as per the Public Swimming Pools Structural
Investigation (life extension prioritisation strategy). Key projects include:
»» Replace the water filtration system
»» Address WH&S and code compliance items
»» Render and tile upgrades
»» Replace the epoxy pool finish and pool sealants

High
High
Medium
Medium

157,000
35,000
200,000
180,000

BG11

High

internal
resources

High
High

40,000
15,000

High

8,000

Low

10,000

Consult with the local community when developing the timetable for the season

Vickery Park
BG12
Construct a shade sail over the playground
BG13
Develop internal pathways to connect the Park entrance with the amenity block and
picnic facilities (to ensure an all-access venue)
BG14
Upgrade one of the picnic tables to allow for all abilities
BG15
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Investigate reduction in tennis court numbers as part of the proposed Precinct Plan for
the Boggabri Community Hub (nominated cost relates to cost of demolition of one court)
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Priority Indicative
cost

High

internal
resources

Medium 6,000
Medium 8,000
Medium no cost

Medium not costed

Medium 20,000
Medium 3,000
Medium 4,000
Medium internal
resources

Action Action
No.
BAAN BAA
Recreation
BB1
Enter negotiations with the Baan Baa Hall Committee and the Tennis Club with
a view to installing a suitable playground at the hall or tennis courts at Council’s
expense
Sport
BB2
Investigate options to outsource maintenance of the Baan Baa Cricket Ground to
a local organisation for specific events
BELLATA
Recreation
BE1
Liaise with Dept. of Education regional officers and the local principal to ‘activate’
(outside school hours) the opportunities available at the school for local residents
BE2
Rationalise the former caravan park site
BE3
Rationalise the northern section of Bellata Park
EDGEROI
Recreation
ED1
Encourage the private owner of the rest stop to maintain the play and
picnic facilities to an appropriate standard. (The site has potential for future
redevelopment. If this occurred, it is assumed that a modern facility would be
designed to attract passing travellers to stop and utilise the facilities on offer.)
GWABEGAR
Recreation
GW1
Liaise with Dept. of Education regional officers and the local principal to ‘activate’
(outside school hours) the opportunities available at the school for local residents
GW2
Install shade over the play node in Anzac Park
GW3
Replace the play elements in Anzac Park
GW4
Upgrade the grass surface (consider irrigation) at the southern end of Anzac Park
GW5
Develop a simple dirt bmx track within Anzac Park
Sport
GW6
Rationalise the Recreation Reserve
MAULES CREEK
Recreation
MC1
Liaise with Dept. of Education regional officers and the local principal to ‘activate’
(outside school hours) the opportunities available at the school for local residents
MC2
Work with the Maules Creek P&C to apply for funding to upgrade the tennis courts
PILLIGA
Recreation
PI1
Liaise with Dept. of Education regional officers and the local principal to ‘activate’
(outside school hours) the opportunities available at the school for local residents
PI2
Provide shade over the play node at Anzac Park
PI3
Upgrade the play elements within Anzac Park

Sport, Recreation and Open Space Plan

Priority

Indicative cost

High

internal resources

Medium

internal resources

High

internal resources

High
Medium

internal resources
internal resources

Medium

internal resources

High

internal resources

High
High
Medium
Medium

18,000
15,000
8,000
3,000

Medium

internal resources

High

internal resources

Medium

internal resources

High

internal resources

Medium
Medium

7,500
15,000
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6. Appendix
Appendix: Open space typologies and levels of service
Age appropriate play elements
Local recreation park
Town recreation park
Local sports park
Town sports park
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Age appropriate play elements
Below is a list a different play park assets that could be considered when trying to diversify the range of opportunities available.

Toddlers (2-5 year olds)
»»
»»
»»
»»
»»
»»

climbing play structures
panels or themed elements e.g. kitchen, boat, train, firetruck, shop counter
swings
slides
spring rockers/animal riders
stepping stones

»»
»»
»»
»»
»»
»»
»»
»»
»»
»»
»»
»»
»»

climbing play structures
swings
slide
natural climbers (e.g. rocks)
sensory equipment
climbing net
spinner
undulating small bike loop zone
balancing elements
spinner
panels or themed elements e.g. kitchen, boat, train, firetruck, shop counter
spring rockers/animal riders
tunnels

»»
»»
»»
»»
»»
»»
»»
»»
»»

flying fox
rockclimbing wall/natural climbers (e.g. rocks)
climbing nets
spinners
basketball hoop
skate facilities
BMX track
balancing elements
tunnels

»»
»»
»»
»»
»»
»»

skate facilities
BMX track
hangout spaces (e.g. outdoor table tennis/ping pong)
rockclimbing wall
power lift bar and other stationary exercise equipment
basketball hoop

»»
»»
»»
»»

seating
shade
picnic and barbecue areas
outdoor exercise equipment (stationary and moving parts)

Small children (5-8 year olds)

Older children (8-12 year olds)

Youth (12-17 year olds)

Adults (18+ year old)

Sport, Recreation and Open Space Plan
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Local recreation park
Description and intent

Local recreation parks provide a range of recreation opportunities
for local residents. These parks contain limited infrastructure, yet
offer local community benefits.
Local recreation parks are intended to offer residents a
complementary open space to their backyards. They are likely to
attract users from a small catchment area (about 500m radius)
and generally cater for short visits by individuals or small groups.
Local recreation parks will be centrally located to the catchment
or as hubs along recreation corridors where such corridors exist.
There are many cost and land efficiencies (such as from dual use
of land and consolidation of embellishments) that can be gained
by developing hubs along pathways that connect key community
areas such as: residents to schools, retails hubs etc.

Design considerations
The following elements should be considered when designing and
developing a local recreation park:
»» park to be located in a residential area and easy for residents to walk and ride to
»» recreation facilities to be clustered in an activity area, ideally located under natural shade where possible
»» mix of 3 activity options, such as:
−− basic toddler play (spring toy, slide and swing)
−− rebound wall
−− path circuit
−− flat kick-about area
−− multi-generational equipment to service a range of age groups
−− multi-functional equipment which can be used for both play and exercise (e.g. parkour equipment, monkey bars)
»» picnic table and seats to be located where they can oversee and access the activity area (preferably under a shade tree),
along the internal path
»» surveillance of the majority of the park should be available from adjacent properties and from the road
»» internal paths to connect to on-road pathway system and connect to the key activity area in the park. If the park can act as
a short cut for pedestrians it may also encourage them to stop and utilise the buildings
»» embellishments in the parks complement those in nearby parks and be relevant to the local area’s character and
demographic
»» design and embellishment of parks reflect the demographic desires of the local catchment
»» landscape edge treatments in the form of screening shrubs will improve the aesthetics of the park, soften the edges and
provide some buffering to nearby residents.
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Town recreation park
Description and intent

Town recreation parks are larger sized open
spaces providing a range of buildings and
activity spaces for recreation. These parks
have facilities to cater for large groups and
are appealing to a wide range of users. Town
recreation parks can service several suburbs
depending on population density, and are
well known destinations for those people
living within their catchment. Ideally, town
recreation parks are located near social
infrastructure such as schools, community
centres and halls.

Design considerations
The following elements should be considered when designing and developing a town recreation park:
»» design should reflect a broad range of needs (i.e. something for all ages and abilities)
»» one main activity node which has clusters of activities for different age groups (i.e. park equipment designed for teenagers
to be together, and near to the activity node for younger age groups). This helps separate the age cohorts but keeps all
activities in one larger area to assist carers monitoring activities
»» activity area could include (in addition to those listed in the local recreation park type):
−− skate facility, climbing structure, outdoor table tennis
−− bike activity track/learn-to-cycle facility
−− outdoor exercise stations
−− all-abilities play (design and layout should seek to integrate all of the play buildings together to provide social inclusion
and integration of all abilities)
−− gazebos for larger groups
−− unisex toilets
−− grouped picnic facilities
»» activity area to be ideally located under natural shade, however, may be supplemented by artificial shade
»» there should be clear sight-lines into the park from nearby road and other land uses, especially the main activity area
»» picnic areas located where they oversee the activity area
»» embellishments in the parks could be themed
»» if there are multiple town recreation parks in the same town each should have a range of (preferably different) recreation
opportunities
»» amenities to be near road and active area for surveillance
»» pathways link areas within the park and externally
»» off-street car parking is required.
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Local sports park

Description and intent
Local sports parks are small sports facilities that generally only
cater to one sporting code (or one code per sporting season). They
typically only include one field/oval. Local sports parks will not
have surfaces or facilities at the same level as town sports parks
(and will not necessarily meet state sporting body regulations).

Design considerations
The following elements should be considered when designing and
developing local sports parks:
»» keep infrastructure at a basic level - amenity block (with no
club facilities such as change rooms or canteen), informal car parking and potentially basic training standard lighting
(depending on the sporting code
»» maximise trees and natural shade around the fields and courts (although careful tree selection for court areas is important
to avoid issues associated with root invasion and limb, leaf or seed fall)
»» long benches and spectator areas should be placed under shade trees where possible
»» consideration to be made regarding noise and light spillage with regards to its impact on surrounding land uses
»» all field and court orientation to be north-south (or as close to as possible)
»» consider development of simple play facilities to complement formal sports use.
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Town sports park

Description and intent
Town sports parks and courts provide the
vast majority of the venues for the Shire’s
training and club fixtures. A range of sports
are catered for in these multi-use facilities
including both field and court sports.
Supporting ancillary facilities provided at
town sports parks and courts allow clubs to
effectively operate and include amenities,
clubhouse, storage, lighting and car parking.

Design considerations
The following elements should be considered when designing and developing town sport parks:
»» undertake a site master plan to set the direction for the facility
»» where possible, aim for sports facilities to meet state sporting organisation standards (for lower level competition and
training)
»» internal path network to allow for connections within and to land adjacent to the facility
»» maximise trees and natural shade around fields and courts (although careful tree selection for court areas is important to
avoid issues associated with root invasion and limb, leaf or seed fall)
»» long benches and spectator areas should be placed under shade trees where possible. Shaded spectator grass mounds
can also provide good viewing areas
»» hard surfaces should be minimised by developing the minimum number of sealed parking bays, and providing turf/
unsealed overflow parking (for bigger spectator games, if required)
»» consideration to be made regarding noise and light spillage with regards to its impact on surrounding land uses
»» all field and court orientation to be north-south (or as close to as possible)
»» facility to include clubhouse with basic infrastructure that is suitable for a variety of uses. Clubhouse to be centrally located
where possible. Internal spaces to include:
−− amenities, change rooms and public toilets
−− kitchen/kiosk
−− first aid, massage/strapping areas
−− office and storage
−− social area
»» flexible design to allow for multiple current (e.g. summer and winter sporting season) and future uses of the open space
»» design consideration to allow for potential alternative events and temporary uses (circus, festivals, event registration area)
»» consider collocating with local/town recreation open space - especially in smaller communities to maximise land
efficiencies.
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